
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Threshold:  Between Good & Evil 

God is relentless in the call to justice, just as God never relents in showering us 

with grace and mercy when we fall short of this call. 

 

November 9, 2025 | 10am 
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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

Prelude                                     

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship 

We are thirsty for your justice, O God. 

Quench our thirst, 

So that out of our hearts, 

Shall flow rivers of living water. 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

  Pause for silence and reflection. 

Holy God, 

You have created us in your image, protected and nourished us, and called us into 

your mission. Yet while we profess these truths, we forget who we are and whose we 

are. We put our trust in ourselves, in material goods, and in worldly powers instead of 

trusting you. We prioritize our comfort over our neighbor’s needs.  

Call us back to you, God. Forgive us our failings, and direct us back onto the path 

you would have us tread. 

 

   Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 

           If you are a guest and are interested in knowing more about this community  

         and the ministries that Holy Shepherd is engaged in, please add your information  

on the clipboard located at the Information Center kiosk. You may add as much information as  

you’d like to share.  We look forward to getting to know you! 

Trusting God + Loving the World 
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Hear the good news, siblings in Christ. You have been created in wholeness, claimed 

in love, and forgiven according to God’s boundless grace. Nothing—even the worst 

we do or fail to do—can separate us from the love of our God. Receive this 

forgiveness with joy, in the name of Jesus, our savior and friend. Amen. 
 

 

Opening Song                            Gather Us In                                     ELW 532 vs, 1-3 

 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 

we are the old who yearn for your face; 

we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 

called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

Here we will take the wine and the water, 

here we will take the bread of new birth, 

here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

give us to eat the bread that is you; 

nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, 

Too often we are so dazzled by the images with which we are constantly bombarded 

that we do not see the simple truth of your call. Shake us out of our distraction and 

focus our attention on what matters: justice, equity, and flourishing for all your 

beloved creation. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching & song 

Amos lambasts the people for thinking that they could substitute worship for justice. Jesus 

invites us to come and drink, promising us ever flowing water from the heart. 

 

Scripture Reading                                                                          Amos (various) 

The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw 

concerning Israel in the days of King Uzziah of Judah and in the days of King 

Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 2And he said: The 

Lord roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem; the pastures of the 

shepherds wither, and the top of Carmel dries up.  

 
14Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 

with you, just as you have said. 15Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the 

gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of 

Joseph. 

 
21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even 

though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away 

from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let 

justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                                              ELW 816 
 

Come, my joy, my love, my heart: 

such a joy as none can move; 

such a love as none can part; 

such a heart as joys in love. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                John 7:37-38 

 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he 

cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in 

me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 

water.’” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 + Children’s Time + 

 

 

 
 

 

Message 

A moment of silence for reflection 
 
 
 

 

 

Children’s Church 
 Children age 3yrs – 4th grade. 

After children’s message, meet 

the leader in back of church. 
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Song                        Let Streams of Living Justice                                    ELW 710 

 

Let streams of living justice, flow down upon the earth; 

give freedom's light to captives, let all the poor have worth. 

The hungry's hands are pleading, the workers claim their rights, 

the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight. 

Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron pow'r; 

abolish ancient vengeance:  proclaim your people's hour. 

 

For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, 

for love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend. 

Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun; 

on your loom of time enroll us, till our thread of life is run. 

O great weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one; 

dye our texture with your radiance, light our colors with your sun. 

 

Your city's built to music; we are the stones you seek; 

your harmony is language; we are the words you speak. 

Our faith we find in service, our hope in others' dreams, 

our love in hand of neighbor; our homeland brightly gleams. 

Inscribe our hearts with justice; your way—the path untried; 

your truth—the heart of stranger; your life—the Crucified. 

 

Prayers of the People                                                                  
Confident that our God hears and answers our cries, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need. 
 

Prayer petitions response 

God of promise, hear our prayer. 
 

We lift all these prayers, and those of our hearts, to your loving care, O God. Receive 

them and restore our hope in your promises. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Sharing God’s Peace     
May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of new life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

You are holy, you are whole.  

You are always ever more, than we ever understand. 

You are always at hand. 

Blessed are you coming near. 

Blessed are you coming here, to your church in wine and bread, 

raised from soil, raised from dead. 

 

You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. 

Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 

Sing hosanna in the highest!  Sing hosanna! 

Sing hosanna to our God! 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                                 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

      hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

      your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

     as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Save us from the time of trial  

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

     and the glory are yours,  

     now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation 

To all who hunger and thirst, Jesus calls, “Come to the table!” Jesus is fully present in 

this bread and this wine, and offers the gift of new life in his name. Come with your 

siblings to this sacred meal and receive this gift. 

 

  

 

Communion Song            One Bread, One Body                             ELW 496 vs. 1,2 

 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 

one cup of blessing which we bless, 

and we, though many throughout the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord. 

 

Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 

woman or man, no more.  Refrain 

 

 

 

Options for receiving Holy Communion

Please come forward to the front and kneel or stand, starting at the center and filling in along the step.  After 

you have received communion please exit by the side aisles and put your empty cup in the basket.  Bread 

(gluten-free) and wine or grape juice (center of the tray) will be given to you at the rails with the words spoken: 

“The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

If you would like communion served in the pew, please signal to a pastor. 

You are invited…  To bring offering forward during Holy Communion or before or after worship 

The offering is gathered in front of the communion table where we are reminded of  

God’s gifts given to us in Christ and our response to these gifts. 

+  All Are Welcome at the Table + 
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Many the gifts, many the works, 

one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 

 
 

                                                  Just as I Am, without One Plea                              ELW 592 

 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 

 

Just as I am; thy love unknown 

has broken ev'ry barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life 

and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen. 
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God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing  

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit bless you and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Sending Song                       Christ Be Our Light                           ELW 715 vs. 1,2,3,5 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 
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Sending 

Go in peace. Trusting in God and loving the world.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 
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+  WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES   + 
 

 
 

 

 THANK YOU for being considerate of disabled worshippers and their families.  Please leave the 

pew cuts and several adjoining seats available for those with walkers & wheelchairs. 
 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are located at the sound booth located in the back of the 

sanctuary on the east side.  You can also download the app WaveCast Receiver which is 

designed for hearing aids with Bluetooth capability.  See Diane Klinkerfues or our sound engineer 

Mark, in our sound booth.  (Back of the sanctuary, SE corner). 

 PRAYER WALL/CANDLE STATION is available during worship for candle-lighting and writing prayers 

and placing them in the prayer wall.  Blue paper for writing prayers is available at the prayer wall 

or in the pews where the offering envelopes are located. 

 

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING (FELLOWSHIP) 

After worship, you are invited to get to know one another for the first – or 100th time, in the narthex 

(behind the sanctuary) or in the fellowship hall with coffee and snacks.  

 
 

OFFERING  

If you would like to make a donation to the mission of Holy Shepherd, which will be used 

to serve the community, neighborhood and the world, there is an offering plate located 

at the front of the sanctuary. Please make checks payable to: Holy Shepherd Lutheran 

Church or use the PayPal link.  Thank you. 

KIDS AREA (Nursery) 

The Kids Area (un- staffed) is available your family to use if you need a place to step out with kids 

during the service. It is located off the hallway west of the sanctuary and has a television available 

for watching the worship live-stream.   Kid busy bags are also located in the narthex (outside the 

sanctuary). 
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