
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

PEACE 

On the Brink:  Daniel and the Fiery Furnace 
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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

Prelude                 

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship                               

Come and hear the Word proclaimed! 

We come with open hearts and minds. 

God transforms us as we listen and learn. 

We rejoice in God’s liberating love! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
              Pause for silence and reflection.  

 

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security 

only you can provide.  We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip 

on the ways of war.  We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping 

awake.  Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our 

neighbors.  Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among 

us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen. 

 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 

   Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 

If you are a guest and are interested in knowing more about this community  

         and the ministries that Holy Shepherd is engaged in, please add your information  

on the clipboard located at the Information Center kiosk. You may add as much information as  

you’d like to share.  We look forward to getting to know you! 

Trusting God + Loving the World 
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Musical Offering       O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                  - Behnke 

 

Song                       O Come, O Come Emmanuel                        ELW 257 vs. 1,2 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty come and stay; 

teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 

 

 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day   
God of deliverance, make us strong in our faith, unafraid to hold fast to your word, 

inspired to act on behalf of those in need no matter what resistance we might face. 

Walk with us, protect us, and liberate us to speak your truth in word and deed. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
     

 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song  
 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are thrown into a fiery furnace as punishment for 

declaring their belief in God. And just as God delivers them from the flames, God delivers the 

person who put them there. 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

Scripture Reading                                                 Daniel 3:1, 8-30 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose 

width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 

8Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 
9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a 

decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, 

and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11and 

whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 
12There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of 

Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O King. They 

do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego be brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar 

said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my 

gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are 

ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire 

musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, well and good. 

But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, 

and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?” 16Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a 

defense to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 

furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if not, be it 

known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden 

statue that you have set up.” 

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times 

more than was customary, 20and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to 

bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing 

fire. 21So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their 

other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22Because the 

king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames 

killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23But the three men, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. 
24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his 

counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the 

king, “True, O king.” 25He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of 

the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” 
26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 
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here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, 

the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that 

the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was 

not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. 

28Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the 

king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god 

except their own God. 29Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language 

that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be 

torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is able to 

deliver in this way.” 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 

province of Babylon. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Invitation to the Word                                                      ELW 262   

 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!  (Repeat) 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                              John 18:36-37 
                    

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you. O Lord. 

 

36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 

world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 

Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a 

king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 

came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to 

my voice.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Lighting of the Advent Candle                                                         ACS 905 

 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Sun of justice, shine upon us; we are trusting in your promise. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 

 

 + Children’s Time + 

 

 

 
 

 

Message 

 

Song                             How Firm a Foundation                         ELW 796 vs.1,3,4 

 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said 

who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

"Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

for I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 

 

"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 

my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 

like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 

 
 

Children’s Church 
 Children age 3yrs – 4th grade. 

After children’s message, meet the 

leader in back of church. 
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Proclamation of Faith 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

God – who created the light and separated it from the darkness 

- I Believe 

 

Jesus – who is the light and shines in the darkness 

Yet is not overcome by it 

- I Believe 

 

Spirit – who spreads the light into the darkness of our world 

- I Believe 

 

 Prayers of the People   
Trusting in the promise of Jesus’ advent among us, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need. 

 
Prayer response: 

God who was, and is, and is to come.  We lift our prayers to you. 

Steadfast and loving God, gather these prayers we have offered, both aloud and 

silent, into your loving arms, for we know that you are faithful and will never abandon 

us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Sharing God’s Peace 
May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

     our Salvation and our Hope, 

     we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
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When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

     you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 

     your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 

     and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

     our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

     Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

     and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

     This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

     shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

     his life, death, and resurrection, 

     we await his coming again 

     in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 

     and on this bread and wine we share: 

     strengthen our faith, 

     increase our hope, 

     and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

     Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

     in your holy Church, 

     both now and forever.  Amen 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation 
The God who saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the flames offers even 

more powerful salvation through the body and blood of God’s son, Jesus Christ, who 

now invites you to this table to feast in his name. Come and eat! 

 

 

Communion Songs      Come Now, O Prince of Peace                           ELW 247   

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.  (Repeat) 

 

                                                  Savior of the Nations Come                                     ELW 263 

Savior of the nations, come; 

virgin's son, make here your home. 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 

God has chosen such a birth. 

 

Not by human flesh and blood, 

but the mystic Breath of God, 

was the Word of God made flesh, 

fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 

 

 

 

 

 

Options for receiving Holy Communion

Please come forward to the front and kneel or stand, starting at the center and filling in along the step.  After 

you have received communion please exit by the side aisles and put your empty cup in the basket.  Bread 

(gluten-free) and wine or grape juice (center of the tray) will be given to you at the rails with the words spoken: 

“The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

If you would like communion served in the pew, please signal to a pastor. 

You are invited…  To bring offering forward during Holy Communion or before or after worship 

The offering is gathered in front of the communion table where we are reminded of  

God’s gifts given to us in Christ and our response to these gifts. 

+  All Are Welcome at the Table + 
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Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child— 

from his throne, a virgin mild! 

Very God, and Mary's son, 

eager now his race to run! 

 

From God's heart the Savior speeds, 

back to God his pathway leads; 

out to vanquish death's command, 

back to reign at God's right hand. 

 
 

Prayer After Communion 

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in 

the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

God blesses us and sends us put in mission to the world 
 

Blessing 

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 

waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.  Amen. 

 

Sending Song                  The King Shall Come                                    ELW 260 vs. 1-3, 5 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light triumphant breaks, 

when beauty gilds the eastern hills, and life to joy awakes. 

 

Not as of old a little child, 

to bear and fight and die, 

but crowned with glory like the sun, that lights the morning sky. 

 

Oh, brighter than the rising morn 

when Christ, victorious, rose 

and left the lonesome place of death, despite the rage of foes. 
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Worship Leadership 

    Pastors .……………………………………………………... Julie Brooks, Kim Gonia 

    Pianist/Organist ……………………………………………............. Jordan Ortman 

    Reader ……………………………………………………………… Amy Evancheck                      

    Communion Assistants ………………….…….. Joan & Lynden Meister-Bridges 

    Greeters …………………………………….............................. Tom & Dee Treloar 

    Musical Offering …………………………………….……………………....Bell Choir 

    Ushers ……………………………………………………………………….. Del Felton 

    Altar Guild ……………………………………………………………… Susie DiPaolo 

    Children’s Church ………………………………………. Children’s Church Team 

    Worship Technology ……………………………………. Mike Madsen, Mark Lee 
 

 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:  come quickly, King of kings. 

 

 

Sending 

Go in peace. Christ is near.  Thanks be to God. 

                                                                                                                                                            

Postlude    
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+  WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES   + 
 

 
 

 

 THANK YOU for being considerate of disabled worshippers and their families.  Please leave the 

pew cuts and several adjoining seats available for those with walkers & wheelchairs. 
 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are located at the sound booth located in the back of the 

sanctuary on the east side.  You can also download the app WaveCast Receiver which is 

designed for hearing aids with Bluetooth capability.  See Diane Klinkerfues or our sound engineer 

Mark, in our sound booth.  (Back of the sanctuary, SE corner). 

 PRAYER WALL/CANDLE STATION is available during worship for candle-lighting and writing prayers 

and placing them in the prayer wall.  Blue paper for writing prayers is available at the prayer wall 

or in the pews where the offering envelopes are located. 

 

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING (FELLOWSHIP) 

After worship, you are invited to get to know one another for the first – or 100th time, in the narthex 

(behind the sanctuary) or in the fellowship hall with coffee and snacks.  

 
 

OFFERING  

If you would like to make a donation to the mission of Holy Shepherd, which will be used 

to serve the community, neighborhood and the world, there is an offering plate located 

at the front of the sanctuary. Please make checks payable to: Holy Shepherd Lutheran 

Church or use the PayPal link.  Thank you. 

KIDS AREA (Nursery) 

The Kids Area (un- staffed) is available your family to use if you need a place to step out with kids 

during the service. It is located off the hallway west of the sanctuary and has a television available 

for watching the worship live-stream.   Kid busy bags are also located in the narthex (outside the 

sanctuary). 
 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
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                                               Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
920 Kipling Street, Lakewood, CO 80215 303.233.2740 
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