
It is precisely during the times we feel furthest from God when God gives  
us the chance to experience God’s presence and God’s grace. 
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Jacob Wrestles God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

 

Prelude                            

Welcome/Announcements/Temple Talk 

Call to Worship 
Come as you are. 

Some of us come in fear and doubt, others in hope and joy. 

God’s arms are open wide to receive you. 

Thanks be to our faithful and loving God. 

 

 

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 
If you are a guest and are interested in knowing more  about this community and the ministries that Holy 

Shepherd is engaged in, please fill out the Welcome Card located in the pew racks. Once filled out, please 

place the card either in the offering basket as you come forward to receive communion or at the information 

desk as you enter the narthex.  Thank you and we look forward to getting to know you! 

Created to Connect 

Worshiping and 

Growing Together 

in Christ 

Serving and 

Reaching Out 

Joyfully to All 
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Gathering Song       How Small Our Span of Life                                  ELW  636 

 

How small our span of life, O God, 

our years from birth till death: 

a single beat within the heart, 

the catching of a breath, 

a drop within the ocean's deep, 

a grain upon the shore, 

a flash of light before we sleep 

to see the sun no more. 

 

And yet our speck of life is spanned 

by your infinity; 

our tick of time on earth is caught 

in your eternity. 

While suns and stars spin endlessly 

through depths of cosmic space, 

while aeons roll and ages pass, 

you hold us in your grace. 

 

We thank you, God, for kindling faith 

that lights our transient years, 

illumining our pilgrimage 

through mists of doubt and fears; 

for hope that sees a life beyond 

the swiftly passing days; 

for love, both human and divine, 

that lifts our hearts to praise. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

 Confession and Forgiveness   

Please stand or kneel 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

               Pause for silence and reflection. 



3 
 

God of all that is, we have failed to trust you to care for us.  We have tried to be our 

own god in our lives and the lives of others.  We have not listened to your call, nor 

lived in faithfulness to you.  We have caused harm directly and indirectly to ourselves, 

our neighbors, and your creation.  In your infinite grace and mercy, forgive and 

restore us, so that with your help, we might become the people you create us to be. 

 

Hear the good news:  By the power of the Holy Spirit we are made new creations in 

Christ Jesus, and through his selfless sacrifice, God forgives us all our sin. Walk with 

God in this newness of life.  Amen.                   

 

Kyrie (Setting 8) 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.    Refrain 

 

Prayer of the Day   
 

God of blessing, we often find ourselves wrestling with ourselves, with others, and with 

you. Give us peace in our hearts and call us back to what you would have us be. 

Amen. 
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 

An all-night wrestling match with a mysterious stranger leaves Jacob with a  
dislocated hip but also a new identity as the father of God’s people. 

 

Scripture Reading                                        Genesis 32:9-13, 22-30 

9 And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord 

who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, and I will do you good,’ 
10 I am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you 

have shown to your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I 

have become two companies. 11 Deliver me, please, from the hand of my brother, 

from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the mothers 

with the children. 12 Yet you have said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make your 

offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted because of their 

number.’” 
13 So he spent that night there, and from what he had with him he took a present for 

his brother Esau. 

 
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across 

the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man 

wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against 

Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 

wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob 

said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your 

name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called 

Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 

prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is 

it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place 

Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 

 

                                     Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel                                                                    Mark 10:32-36 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you. O Lord. 

 
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here 

while I pray.” 33 He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be 

distressed and agitated. 34 And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; 

remain here, and keep awake.” 35 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 

ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said, 

“Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I 

want, but what you want.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
 

                                 +  Growing with Jesus  +   

                                                    Children’s Time 

Message 
 
 

Song                              When We Are Tested                                          ACS 922 

 

When we are tested and wrestle alone, 

famished for bread when the world offers stone, 

nourish us, God, by your word and your way, 

food that sustains us by night and by day. 

 

When in the desert we cry for relief, 

pleading for paths marked by certain belief, 

lift us to love you beyond sign and test, 

trusting your presence, our only true rest. 

 

When we are tempted to barter our souls, 

trading the truth for the pow'r to control, 

teach us to worship and praise only you, 

seeking your will in the work that we do. 
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When we have struggled and searched through the night, 

sorting and sifting the wrong from the right, 

Savior, surround us with circles of care, 

angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer. 
 

Creed 

We are not alone; we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: who has created and is creating, 

 who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

 to reconcile and make new, 

 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 

 to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in creation, 

 to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 

 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

 our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

 God is with us. 

We are not alone.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 Prayers of the People                           
Confident in the promises of our covenant God,  

we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

Sung before, and after prayers 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your spirit in this place, 

Lord, listen to your children praying,  

Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace 
 
 

Prayer response:  

Eternal God, in mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We place in your loving arms these our prayers, spoken and unspoken,  

trusting in your boundless mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 
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Sharing God’s Peace     
May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth  

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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+  All are welcome at the table + 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation 
The God who blessed Jacob now blesses you with this holy meal. Come share in the 

bread and wine that is Christ’s body and blood, in remembrance of him. 

 

 

Options on how to receive Holy Communion

You may come forward to the rails, kneel or stand, starting at the center and fill along the rail.  

After you have received communion please exit by the side aisles and those waiting will then fill in 

the empty space at the rail.  Bread (gluten-free) and wine or grape juice (center of the tray) will be 

given to you at the rails with the words spoken: 

“The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

If you would like communion served in the pew, please signal to a pastor. 

You are invited… 
To bring an offering forward before or after worship or during Holy Communion.  The offering is 

gathered in front of the communion table where we are reminded of God’s gifts given to us in Christ 

and our response to these gifts. 
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Lamb of God                                                                            ELW 336              

Your only Son no sin to hide, 

but you have sent him from your side. 

To walk upon this guilty sod, 

and to become the Lamb of God. 

 

Refrain 

Oh Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God. 

Oh wash me in your precious blood, 

my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. 

 

Your gift of love we crucified, 

we laughed and scorned him as he died. 

The humble king we named a fraud, 

and sacrificed the Lamb of God.  Refrain 

 

I was so lost I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your side. 

To be led by your staff and rod, 

and to be called a lamb of God.  Refrain 

 
 

                                            If You But Trust in God to Guide You                              ELW 769 

 

 

If you but trust in God to guide you 

with gentle hand through all your ways, 

you'll find that God is there beside you 

when crosses come, in trying days. 

Trust then in God's unchanging love; 

build on the rock that will not move. 

 

What gain is there in anxious weeping, 

in helpless anger and distress? 

If you are in your Savior's keeping, 

in sorrow will he love you less? 

For Christ who took for you a cross 

will bring you safe through ev'ry loss. 
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Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 

offer your service faithfully. 

Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 

you'll find this promise true to be. 

This is our confidence indeed: 

God never fails in time of need. 

 
 

 Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer 

Gracious God, all of creation is yours. Accept these gifts which we return to you. In 

this meal you have fed and nourished us to work in your beloved world. Send us now, 

filled with yourself and strengthened by your Spirit, to live your love for others. Amen. 
 

God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song                        Go Out With Joy                                              W&P 48  

Chorus 

Go out with joy and be led forth in peace 

the mountains and the hills shall break forth singing (repeat) 

 

Verse 

And all the trees of the field, shall clap their hands 

The Lord Jehovah shall be praised 

And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands 

The Word of the Lord shall be forever    (Repeat song) 

 

Sending 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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+  Worship Service Notes   +  
 

 
 

 THANK YOU for being considerate of disabled worshippers and their families.  Please leave the 

pew cuts and several adjoining seats available for those with walkers, wheelchairs, or electric 

carts and their families.  
 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES (4 devices available) are located at the sound booth located in 

the back of the sanctuary on the east side. 
 

 PRAYER STATION is available before and after worship for candle-lighting. Please be mindful of 

personal space around one another. 
 

 FELLOWSHIP: Once service has concluded, if you would like to greet one another, the narthex, 

fellowship hall, library and columbarium are available for fellowship. 

 

Offering  

If you would like to make a donation to the mission of Holy Shepherd, which will be used to serve the 

community, neighborhood and the world, there is an offering plate located at the front of the 

sanctuary in front of the communion table. Please make checks payable to:  

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Thank you. 

Nursery 

The nursery (un- staffed) will be available to use for your family, if you need to leave the service. 

The library and Fellowship Hall are also available. 
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Participants 

 Pastors:  Julie Brooks & Kim Gonia 

 Pianist:  Jordan Ortman 

 Reader:  Bonnie Yockstick 

 Communion Assistants: Barb Jacobson, Becca Mohrbacher 

 Greeters:  Tom & Dee Treloar 

 Usher:  Mel Yockstick 

 Altar Guild:  Donna Madsen 

 Technology:  Mike Madsen, James Lester 

 Fellowship Hosts:  Jeanette & Tom Teske 
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