Isaac Born to Sarah

God will deliver on God’s promises — even the promises that make us laugh at first.
September 17, 2023 10:00am

Season of Pentecost

Worshiping and Serving and
Growing Together @-\ Reaching Out
in Christ — Joytully to All

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here!

If you are a guest and are interested in knowing more about this community and the ministries that
Holy Shepherd is engaged in, please fill out the Welcome Card located in the pew racks. Once filled
out, please place the card either in the offering basket as you come forward to receive communion or
at the information desk as you enter the narthex. Thank you and we look forward to getting to know you!

The 7—/0@ Spirit calls us ijﬂl%ﬂi" as the peopé of God

Prelude

Welcome/Announcements

Callto Worship

God turns our sorrow into laughter.
God is faithful to us in our doubt.
Come into God'’s presence with joy.
With God all things are possible!



Gatl—:cring Song Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ELW 413

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy seaq;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Gathcring

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

%5% (Confession and ]:orgivcncss

Please stand or kneel

We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.

God of all that is, we have failed to trust you to care for us. We have tried to be our
own god in our lives and the lives of others. We have not listened to your call, nor
lived in faithfulness to you. We have caused harm directly and indirectly to ourselves,
our neighbors, and your creation. In your infinite grace and mercy, forgive and
restore us, so that with your help, we might become the people you create us to be.



Hear the good news: By the power of the Holy Spirit we are made new creations in
Christ Jesus, and through his selfless sacrifice, God forgives us all our sin. Walk with
God in this newness of life. Amen.
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For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

Fraycr of the Dag

Gracious God, in Christ you have promised that we would have life, and have it
abundantly. Help us trust you in all things, and fill us with wonder at your promises
fulfiled. Amen.

God. Jpeaky 1o us in s'cripfwe :ﬂemﬁ'nﬂ, p:ﬂeﬂcﬁinj, and. song

Three strangers deliver an impossible promise to Abraham and Sarah, and Sarah
laughs at the absurdity but God has the last laugh, as Sarah indeed gives birth in her
old age to a beautiful baby boy.



A%
"‘\‘:\ Scripturc Rcac]ing Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the enfrance of
his tent in the heat of the day. “He looked up and saw three men standing near him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down
to the ground. *He said, “*My lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by your
servant. “Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under
the tree. °Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that
you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you
have said.” *And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” ’Abraham ran to
the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who
hastened to prepare it. eThen he took curds and milk and the calf that he had
prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they
ate. ‘They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah2” And he said, “There, in the

tent.” 1Then one said, "I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah
shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. '"Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah
after the manner of women. '“So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After | have
grown old, and my husband is old, shall | have pleasure?2” '*The LORD said to
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall | indeed bear a child, now that | am
olde’ s anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time | will return to you, in
due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” '°But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not
laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had
promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of
which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom
Sarah bore him. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days
old, as God had commanded him. >Abraham was a hundred years old when his son
Isaac was born to him. ¢eNow Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone
who hears will laugh with me.” 7And she said, *“Who would ever have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet | have borne him a son in his old age.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Holg GOSPCI Mark 10:27

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you. O Lord.

Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God;
for God all things are possible.”

The gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

+ Growing with Jesus +

Children’s Time

Message

Song Faith Begins by Letting Go ACS 1004

Faith begins by letting go,
giving up what had seemed sure,
taking risks and pressing on,
though the way feels less secure:
pilgrimage both right and odd,
trusting all our life to God.

Faith endures by holding on,
keeping mem'ry's roots alive
so that hope may bear its fruit;
promise-fed, our souls will thrive,
not through merit we possess
but by God's great faithfulness.

Faith matures by reaching out,
stretching minds, enlarging hearts,
sharing struggles, living prayer,
binding up the broken parts;
fill we find the commonplace
ripe with withess to God's grace.



Creed

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.

We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone. Thanks be to God!

&
% W Fragers of the Feople

Confident in the promises of our covenant God,
we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

Sung before, and after prayers
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your spirit in this place,
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace

Prayer response:
Eternal God, in mercy, hear our prayer.

We place in your loving arms these our prayers, spoken and unspoken,
trusting in your boundless mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

5haring (Hod’s Feace

May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



God feeds us with the foresence of Jesus Christ

(sreat Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of lns’citution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

‘%&Q" Lorc]’s Fragcr

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation

With God all things are possible, including the resurrection of our beloved Christ Jesus,
who now invites you to feast in his name. Come and share with one another in this
holy meal. Allis prepared.

+ Al are welcome at the table +

Options on how to receive Holy Communion

You may come forward to the rails, kneel or stand, starting at the center and fill along the rail.
After you have received communion please exit by the side aisles and those waiting will then fill in
the empty space at the rail. Bread (8luten~{ree) and wine or grape juice (center of the trag) will be

&iven to you at the rails with the words spoken:
The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

If you would like communion served in the pew, please signal to a pastor.

You are invited..
To bring an oﬁering forward before or after Woyship or cluring Holg Communion. The o{{ering is
gathered in front of the communion table where we are reminded of God's gifts given tousin Christ

and our response to these gifts.




Lamb of God ELW 336

Your only Son no sin to hide,
but you have sent him from your side.
To walk upon this guilty sod,
and to become the Lamb of God.

Refrain
Oh Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,
I love the holy Lamb of God.
Oh wash me in your precious blood,
my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God.

Your gift of love we crucified,
we laughed and scorned him as he died.
The humble king we named a fraud,
and sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain

| was so lost | should have died,
but you have brought me to your side.
To be led by your staff and rod,
and to be called a lamb of God. Refrain

Behold the Lamb Gefty

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us and we remember.
The promise made that all who come in faith, find forgiveness at the cross

Refrain
So we share in this Bread of Life,
and we drink of His sacrifice.
As a sign of our bonds of peace, (love)(grace)
around the table of the King.

The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you eat and remember.
The wounds that heal the death that brings us life, paid the price to make us one
Refrain

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you drink and remember.
He drained death's cup that all may enter in, to receive the life of God.
Refrain



And so with thankfulness and faith we rise, to respond and to remember.
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ, as His body here on earth.

Refrain
As we share in His suffering,
we proclaim Christ will come again,
and we'll join in the feast of heaven.
Around the table of the King.

Post-(ommunion blessing & Frager

Gracious God, all of creation is yours. Accept these gifts which we return to you. In
this meal you have fed and nourished us to work in your beloved world. Send us now,
filled with yourself and strengthened by your Spirit, to live your love for others. Amen.

God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Song Go Out With Joy W&P 48

Chorus
Go out with joy and be led forth in peace
the mountains and the hills shall break forth singing (repeat)

Verse
And all the trees of the field, shall clap their hands
The Lord Jehovah shall be praised
And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands
The Word of the Lord shall be forever (Repeafsong)
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Sending

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

1 THANK YOU for being considerate of disabled worshippers and their families. Please leave the
pew cuts and several adjoining seats available for those with walkers, wheelchairs, or electric
carts and their families.

1 HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES (4 devices available) are located at the sound booth located in
the back of the sanctuary on the east side.

1 PRAYER STATION is available before and after worship for candle-lighting. Please be mindful of
personal space around one another.

1 FELLOWSHIP: Once service has concluded, if you would like to greet one another, the narthex,
fellowship hall, liorary and columbarium are available for fellowship.

If you would like to make a donation to the mission of Holy Shepherd, which will be used to serve the
community, neighborhood and the world, there is an offering plate located at the front of the
sanctuary in front of the communion table. Please make checks payable to:

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church. Thank you.

The nursery (un- staffed) will be available to use for your family, if you need to leave the service.
The library and Fellowship Hall are also available.
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Farticipants

Pastors: Julie Brooks & Kim Gonia

Pianist: Jordan Ortman

Praise Team: Diane Klinkerfues, Kevin Klinkerfues, Dan
Brooks

Reader: Denise Rosko

Communion Assistants: Pat Szkrumelak, Del Holz
Greeters: Gerald & Patricia Scholten

Usher: Mel Yockstick

Children's Time: Bonnie Yockstick

Altar Guild: Judy Ekberg

Technology: Michael Boehm, James Lester
Fellowship Hosts: Becky Sauer & Carol Mladinich
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