
January 1, 2023  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Happy New Year, 2023!

It’s time to make way for the new.   See!  Jesus is making all things NEW!  A new year, a new budget, a new 

pastor/deacon (hopefully soon . . .)  new friends, new clean slate (??), renewed hope, a new year of God shedding light 

in the world through us and others!  Yes, it is still the Christmas season (January 1 is the 7th day of Christmas!) until 

Epiphany of January 6th.  Epiphany signifies the arrival of the Magi/Kings/Wisemen bearing gifts of gold, frankin-cense, 

and myrrh for the baby Jesus – guided only by prophecy and the Star of Bethlehem.  And it is by their witness to the 

world after leaving the newborn babe, in a different direction (than returning to the conniving evil King Herod) that 

brings light of Jesus to the nations.

This light is shining on Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church - you all - as you near the end of your transition and wait for 

(2) new called pastor(s) (or a deacon).  In the 8-9 months I have been here as a ‘bridge’ pastor to help with pastoral 

care ministries starting up again after COVID, I have watched you grow as a faith community; not just in numbers of 

those returning to worship in the sanctuary, or the ten (10) new members that were welcomed a few weeks ago, but 

also in spiritual growth and hope in the Lord!  I have always sensed the Spirit moving in this place of HSLC.  You have so 

much going-on in worship, growing together in Christ, serving, and reaching out to others (within and beyond the walls 

of HSLC) joyfully!

After much discernment and prayer, I have concluded that it is time for me to step aside in this new year, to leave 

this interim/bridge pastor position at HSLC. One reason is for the sake of the church, knowing you are going into a 

new budget year that won’t include a half-time ministry person, but working with (2) full-time ministers and a full-time 

office manager.  Secondly, I need to retire due to added stress of my husband’s and my health issues (thank you for 

praying for Norris through Nov/Dec- he’s OK now).    With this added stress of juggling ministry and our aging family 

needs, comes forgetfulness on my part.  I can’t juggle as well as I used to!  My last day/Sunday will be January 15th.

In our short time together, I thank you for the privilege of experiencing with you: memorials of loved ones who 

have gone on to the church triumphant, baptisms of precious babies, insightful Bible studies, engaging adult forums, 

devout prayer groups, grief and caregiving support groups, communion visitations, pastoral phone calls, service and 

mission involvement, working with staff, welcoming new members, worshipping, singing, praying, preaching, 

fellowship, and friendship.  There were some disagreements and some resolutions, some remembering and some 

forgiving. We have bonded and grown in wonderful ways while experiencing a great deal of mercy, grace, joy, and love!  

The Lord has blessed us all in more ways than we know. God makes possible what we think is impossible.  

As Mary Lindberg says (from The Graceful Exit), “So we’ll open the gifts Jesus gave us (taken from John 14:23,26,27)–

a home in him, the courage to move on, and the peace that will get us through many unknowns.  And we’ll trust that 

God is staying with those we love for many more seasons.”

Thank you for all of your patience, kindness, mercy, grace, generosity and love that you have shown me! You are a 

vitally sustainable church – may you continue to grow in faith, hope and love, worshipping the Lord with your whole 

heart, mind, body, and soul and remember to do everything for the glory of God!  

I thank God for you, 

Rev. Teri Hermsmeyer
Interim/Bridge Pastor



10:00am
Worship Holy Communion

1 service Only 

Holy Shepherd LIVE! 

Sunday Mornings
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Fellowship Hosts for January

Fellowship Time – Following Worship
Gather for fellowship in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall & Library to reconnect with others.

Live Streaming 
will begin approximately at 9:50am on the Holy Shepherd YouTube channel

9:00am Adult Education

1-1:   Judy Ekberg, Diane Jowell
1-8 :  Pat & Gerry Scholten

1-15:   The Gathering  (See Below)
1-22:   Marilyn Hanson birthday Celebration
1-29:    Annual Meeting Luncheon

Poinsettias for Christmas  - Fund Raiser for “Food for Thought”

Thank you to everyone who made a contribution for the Poinsettias at Christmas as our 
fund raiser for Food For Thought. We raised $270 which will be used by that ministry to 

prepare backpacks with food for hungry kids over the school weekends.

Thank you! 

January 1 – (New Years) No class

January 8 – Cindi Hildebrand Leibrock will speak about her life and her 
ministry/business of equipping homes for seniors and those with disabilities

January 15 & 22 – “God the Supreme Scientist” by Randy Updike

January 29 – TBD

We gather together to share a meal and continue to grow in relationship      
with God through our relationships with one another. 

The Gathering meets once a month.  
Next Gathering: SUNDAY, January 15th

During the darker winter months, The Gathering will gather once a month on a Sunday, rather than 

Wednesday’s, following the worship service in the Fellowship Hall during the months of 

January and February.

On January 15th , The Gathering will celebrate Epiphany 

and also, Pastor Teri’s last day serving Holy Shepherd. 

Our meal together will be a Baked Potato Bar and chili. We are looking for a few people to bring chili 

for this event. Sign up  will be located in the Fellowship Hall beginning January 1st. If you are unable 

to physically be here to sign up and you would like to bring chili, please email Karen Novess 

at knovess@olyshepherd.com.

Thank you!

mailto:knovess@olyshepherd.com


Church Council Meeting – December  Summary
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1. Council is working to fill the proposed slate of new council members to be voted at the Annual Meeting on January 

29, 2023: Bryan Bennett - at large member; Scott Ikenberry - treasurer. We need one more at-large candidate.

2. A group continues to work on revising the church constitution.

3. Council approved the two Ministry Site Profiles presented by the Call Committee. This is the next step in calling two 

rostered ministers.

4. Council will initiate a task force in 2023 to explore and clarify the communication process among members, staff and 

council.

5. Lock-down buttons have been installed on the North and South entry doors of the church. The safety and security 

team will proceed with training for unusual situations and selecting individuals to monitor safety.

6. We will have a farewell gathering for Karen Novess, ministry partner, on February 12, 2023.

7. Pastor Teri gave 30 days notice to vacate her position as part-time Interim bridge pastor. Thank you for your service, 

Pastor Teri!

8. Dave Irwin announced that he is leaving council and Holy Shepherd. Thank you for serving on the council, Dave!

9. Finance: Our income continues to be below expenses for 2022 through November.

Congregational Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 29th 11:30am

A light lunch (sandwiches) will be provided.

Please plan to attend as we celebrate the past, present and future!

Annual Reports will be available Jan. 22 via email and hard copies in the Narthex

Council Openings
Council has at-large positions that need to be filled. The council is comprised of three officers (president, 

vice-president, and secretary), treasurer (finance), personnel chairperson, and two at-large members. We are 
working on defining responsibilities of the at-large members, but our hope is to have the members be a 
connection between ministry groups and council. The at-large members serve a two-year term that will 

begin at the end of the annual meeting on January 29, 2023 through the annual meeting in 2025. Council 
meets one time per month where we are updated on church happenings, financial status, and conduct 

business of the church. If you are interested in serving on council, 
please reach out to Lisa Grimm (lagrimm66@gmail.com or 303-972-6921). 

Holy Shepherd Budget & Constitution Informational Meetings
Sunday, January 8th 11:30am    Fellowship Hall

or Tuesday, January 17th 6:30pm     Zoom
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/614880191?pwd=dWVyODUxN1lNNlhXZ2NXZUVtUnRKUT09

Information will be shared about what the budget will look like for 2023 and proposed constitutional changes.
These meetings are very important for discussion prior to the annual meeting. 

Your presence at one of these meetings is highly recommended.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/614880191?pwd=dWVyODUxN1lNNlhXZ2NXZUVtUnRKUT09
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Communication . . . what does that mean to you? 
Council has set a focus for 2023 on how communication happens between council, staff, ministries, and 

members. We want to form a task force to help shape the focus for the next year. If you are interested in being 

on a task force to shape how Holy Shepherd communicates information or if you have any questions, feel free to 

reach out to Lisa Grimm. I can be reached by email at lagrimm66@gmail.com or by phone at 303-972-6921. 

Blessings,
Lisa Grimm, Council President

Constitutional Updates

The HS constitution has been in need of updates which are now ready for review and vote at the January annual 
meeting. These updates are being made to in order to reflect our current practices.

A copy of the constitution will be available in several places: 
In the narthex (January 1st), on the church website and through the Friday email (December 30th). 

There will also be time after the budget hearings to ask questions about the changes. 
Those meetings are scheduled for January 8th (in person) or January 17th via Zoom. 
You are always welcome to talk with any member of the update team at any time: 

Diane Klinkerfues, Judy Ekberg, Melinda Powelson, Judy Ekberg or Pastor Julie.

Serving & Reaching Out To All

The need for blood is acute and giving blood is a great opportunity!

Giving blood is: God’s Work, Our Hands 

Holy Shepherd’s next blood drive: Thursday, January 12, 2023

Please make an appointment to give by going to: 
Vitalant.org and follow the steps given 

The easiest way to find Holy Shepherd’s specific blood drive is to use our 
blood drive number:   10254

If you need help making an appointment or have questions or concerns:
Please contact Jim Freeman, 303-986-3968,   jpfreem@Q.com

God Bless You!

November
Sunday Worship Presence

In-person & On-line Views

11/6 102 67
11/13 118 75
11/20 122 80
11/27 114 76

mailto:lagrimm66@gmail.com
mailto:jpfreem@Q.com


We Welcomed (10) New Members December 11th!
Please reach out to them and introduce yourselves!

Kathleen Clark was invited to HSLC by Gail Walkowich and has been 
attending for a few years.  She has a Catholic and Baptist background.   
Kathleen is partially retired but still serves as a special education teacher in the Denver Public Schools.  
She likes to work with persons with disabilities.  She is a mezzo soprano, loves to cook and has good 

computer skills.  Her highest scoring spiritual gifts are exhortation, leadership and faith!

Adam and Aida (and Erika) Dietz baptized their daughter here at HSLC in November.  They 
live in Arvada and transferred their membership from Peace LC in Arvada.   Adam is the 
grandson of members Les and Claudine Dietz.  He is the sales manager for Foothills 
Painting (Arvada).  Aida works for First Bank in physical securities. They have good computer 
skills, and Aida loves to sew.  

Helen Hembrow was also invited to visit HSLC by Gail Walkowich (thank you Gail for inviting 
your friends . . . we should all do that!) and has come to worship for a few years. She is a 
licensed practical nurse serving Villa Manor Care Center in Lakewood.  She’d love to be able to 
sing soprano in choir if the timing works out.  She also has training in First Aid/CPR/defibrillator.                    
(Several of these new members will take good care of us in a health emergency at church!) 
She enjoys working with seniors and making homebound/nursing home visits.  
Her highest scoring spiritual gifts are mercy and compassion!

Betty and Dean Moody transferred to HSLC from Atonement LC in Denver.  In their retirement, 
they love to travel and go on cruises. Their four adult children’s names all start with “M”.  
Betty knows First Aid/CPR and using a defibrillator!  She has also been very active in previous 
churches, as many women are, and will have no problem finding her niche here at HSLC.  
Her highest scoring spiritual gifts are service, knowledge, and exhortation!

Gail Walkowich has been attending for several years and decided to become a member, along with 
her adult child Taz (see below).  She has a wealth of experience in the Reformed and Presbyterian 
Churches back in New Jersey, having been an active deacon/elder.   She also managed her own 
molded chocolate business.  She is a former EMT and can provide first aid, visit nursing homes, 
hospice, homebound, the homeless, and persons with disabilities. Her highest scoring spiritual gifts 
are writing, faith and hospitality!

Taz Walkowich was born, baptized, and confirmed in New Jersey, through the Episcopal and 
Presbyterian churches.  He and his parents moved to Colorado when he was 16. He works with a 
Behavioral Health company as a technician.  He loves nature and scenic photography as well as 
videography and has a working knowledge of ASL (American Sign Language).  His highest scoring 
spiritual gifts are faith, hospitality, and service!
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Suzanne Prelipp has been attending most of this year and transferred her membership from Risen Lord 
LC in Conifer where she and her beloved husband Blake (now deceased) had a mountain home. She 
does love to be creative and put her God-given art and painting talents to work! She'd love to meet and 
get to know you, as she gets more involved at HSLC.

Chris Stuberg transferred his membership during the height of COVID and was never formally 
introduced to the congregation. But you’ve seen him around! He has served on the Transition 
Team and is now on the Call Committee. He has also played his cello in worship as special music.
Chris is an IT kind of guy and works at NOAA in Boulder. His parents are missionaries in Tanzania 
through the ELCA. His highest scoring spiritual gifts are music and faith.

Confirmation Celebration!
On Sunday, December 18th, 5 youth were confirmed at Holy Shepherd through the Affirmation of Baptism. 

It was a wonderful milestone for the confirmands and their families as they said “Yes, My Lord”! 
A community celebration followed with festivities, food and fun!

“Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by water 

and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 

and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.”

Thank you to so many people who helped plan, prepare, serve and clean-up for the celebration. 
It truly took a village to create a wonderful celebration. 

Thank you to: 
• Lisa Grimm, Denise Rosko & Christi Young for planning, preparing and serving the luncheon.

• Diane Klinkerfues in helping plan a very fun “Ice Breaker” (Grrrrrrace!) and help setting up. 

• Those who helped prepare and serve: Annette Gillcrist, Allison Moody, Donna Madsen, Judy Ekberg, Lindsay, 

Nick & Hailey Simmons, Gaylene Szaltzer, Diane & Kevin Klinkerfues, Sue Scott, Pat & John Szkrumelak, 

Diane Jowell, Kristen Philbrook, Pat & Bob Mohrbacher and those who stepped in to help clean up.

• Our wonderful Pastors in leading the Confirmation Service and program.

• Dan Brooks for taking the photos of the confirmands and families.

• . . . and to all of you who came to the celebration to support and walk alongside these 5 amazing youth.



Small Groups Gathering 

Please contact the church office for zoom links

Writer’s Group
11:00am – 1:00pm 

Thursday, January 5th

Library
All you need are a pen and paper to write about your life 

and thoughts, a subject you already know quite well. 
Leader: Carol Rossini at carossini@comcast.net

or 303-989-9660.

Adult Lectionary Bible Study
ZOOM Thursday Mornings, 8:30am

Discuss & study upcoming Sunday lectionary readings.
Leader: Pastors
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Busy Bees
Meets every 2nd & 4th Tuesday

9:00am – noon
Meet in the rooms west of the Library

Busy Bees is a ministry that creates quilts 
to be given to the ELCA World Relief. 

Volunteers are always welcome to assist in a variety of 
ways with their quilting projects.

Group meets year round.
Contact: Diane Jowell 720-234-4323

Prayer Group

The second and forth Fridays of each month at 10:00am
Next Meetings – January 13 & 27

Come and join us Friday mornings to discuss faith issues, share 
concerns, and to pray for our church, our nation, and personal 

needs. We are using Max Lucado’s book “Grace” as a guide. 
For a book or questions contact me.

Pat Mohrbacher 303-238-5179

Women’s Early Afternoon Bible Study
Next meetings are January 9 and 23

WEABS Women’s Bible study group meets twice a 
month, on the 2nd and 4th Monday afternoons at 1:00 
P.M.    We are studying “The Son of David” based on 

the book of Matthew which was likely written by 
Jesus’s disciple Matthew.  He expected that his main 

audience would be his fellow Jews who were then the 
foundation of the new movement called “The Way.”  
Matthew quotes copiously from the Old Testament 
and shows how Jesus fits all the descriptions of the 
promised Messiah.  Come and explore with us this 
orderly book of teachings, miracles, parables, and 

apocalyptic scenarios!
Pat Mohrbacher 303-238-5179 or 

pbmohrbacher@outlook.com

Women’s Morning Bible Study
Our next study will be Tuesday , January 17 

10:00 AM
The study leader will be Jan Ekersley and Doris Frick 
will bring refreshments.  We will study the lesson in 

the January ELCA Women’s magazine, “Gather.”   
We invite all women to come and join us for 

fellowship and study.

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Saturday Mornings, 8:00am  Fellowship Hall

Bible Discussion & Fellowship.

Everyone is Welcome!!

Book Club News 
Tuesday, January 10th 3:30pm  Library

Come join us!

Grief and Caregiving 
Support Groups

Grief Support Group
1st and 3rd Thursdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. in the Library

Care-Giver Support Group
2nd and 4th Thursdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. in the Library

Please note, that people are welcome to join anytime; you 
don't have to have been to previous sessions. No RSVP, but 

there will be a 'sign-in' as you arrive so the facilitator can 
check-in with participants. There will be "tea-time" with 

snacks and beverages!

mailto:carossini@comcast.net
mailto:pbmohrbacher@outlook.com


Pastor Julie Brooks ..........................ext. 106
jbrooks@holyshepherd.com

Pastor Teri Hermsmeyer …………….…ext. 109
thermsmeyer@holyshepherd.com

Ministry Partner, Karen Novess........ext. 101     
knovess@holyshepherd.com

Office Manager, Janelle Camacho....ext. 108
jcamacho@holyshepherd.com
office@holyshepherd.com

Lay Leadership
Church Council

Lisa Grimm, President
Diane Jowell, Vice President

Judy Ekberg, Secretary
Melinda Powelson, Personnel

Finance:  Vacant  
At-Large: Chase Evenson, Dave Irwin                    

Holy Shepherd Staff 
& Council

Church Office: 303-233-2740

Church Office &

Staff Hours

In-Office Hours:  Tuesday – Thursday
8:00am to 3:00pm

Janelle Camacho, Office Manager, 
will be available during this time.

Pastor Julie Brooks: Tues – Fri
Pastor Teri Hermsmeyer: Tues, Thurs

Karen Novess: Tues - Fri
Diane Klinkerfues: Tues, Wed

If you need to visit with a staff member 
please continue to schedule an appointment 

with them as these work days continue to 
include working from home. Thank you!

Music Ministry Director, Diane Klinkerfues
dklinkerfues@holyshepherd.com

Chancel Choir, Praise Team, Handbells
Organist, Jordan Ortman
Sound Technician, Josh Cohen
Property Manager, Kevin Klinkerfues
Custodian, Desiree Barela
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February Newsletter Article Deadline
Friday, January 20, 2023

Please submit your articles to 
knovess@holyshepherd.com

Parenting Safe Children is an important, expertly facilitated 
workshop offered on zoom with other parents and caregivers. 
The goal is to prevent child sexual assault through information 
and practical takeaways, one community at a time. Join in on 

Zoom Feb. 4 (or other dates) and register at 
safercommunity5280@gmail.com. 

For scholarships to cover the $60 fee, 
please ask Pr. Julie.

mailto:jbrooks@holyshepherd.com
mailto:thermsmeyer@holyshepherd.com
mailto:knovess@holyshepherd.com
mailto:jcamacho@holyshepherd.com
mailto:office@holyshepherd.com
mailto:dklinkerfues@holyshepherd.com
mailto:safercommunity5280@gmail.com


Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
920 Kipling St.

Lakewood CO 80215

January 1, 2023

Worshiping and Growing Together in Christ, 
Serving and Reaching Out Joyfully to All!


