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About the ELCA
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is one of
the largest Christian denominations in the United States,
with nearly 3.3 million members in more than 8,900
worshiping communities across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region.

We are church
We are what God has made us – people whom God has
created by grace to live in union with Jesus Christ and has
prepared to live faithful, fruitful lives by the power of the
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:8-10). In Jesus Christ, God has
reconciled us to God and to each other. As we gather around
word and sacraments, this life in Christ is what defines,
shapes and guides us as a community of faith, the church.
By God’s grace we can and do live confidently and
generously in this community of faith and in service of
others, amid the mysteries and paradoxes of this life in Christ
– including our human limitations and failings, and the
ambiguities, uncertainties and suffering that we experience.

We are Lutheran
We are a church that walks by faith, trusting God's promise
in the gospel and knowing that we exist by and for the
proclamation of this gospel word. We proclaim Jesus Christ
crucified and raised from the dead for the life of the world.
As the apostle Paul wrote (Romans 1:16-17), and we echo in
our Constitution (2.02), we are not ashamed of this gospel
ministry because it is God’s power for saving all people who
trust the God who makes these promises. “We are to fear
and love God, so, that we do not despise preaching or God’s
word, but instead keep that word holy and gladly hear it and
learn it” (Small Catechism). God’s word, specifically God’s
promise in Jesus Christ, creates this liberated, confident and
generous faith. God gives the Holy Spirit who uses gospel
proclamation – in preaching and sacraments, in forgiveness
and in healing conversations – to create and sustain this
faith. As a Lutheran church, we give central place to this
gospel message in our ministry.
We understand to be Lutheran is to be ecumenical –
committed to the oneness to which God calls the world in
the saving gift of Jesus Christ, recognizing the brokenness of
the church in history and the call of God to heal this disunity.

We are church together
Just as God has joined us to the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ in baptism, we are also joined to others, not only
in the ELCA and The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), but in
all communities of Christian faith around the world. In Christ
none of us lives in isolation from others.

Jesus is our peace and has broken down the walls that
divide us – walls of judgment, hatred, condemnation and
violence – and has made us into one, new human
community (Ephesians 2:14-15). This spiritual communion
depends only on God’s mercy that comes to us in the word
and sacraments. That alone is enough for unity, and so we
yearn for this communion with all Christians at the Lord’s
table. Because God gives us our unity in Christ, we are able
to see and respect the diversity within Christ’s body. We
receive it as a gift and embrace it, rather than treating it as
a threat or a problem to be solved (1 Corinthians 12:1213). We respect and honor the diversity of histories,
traditions, cultures, languages and experiences among us
in the ELCA and in the larger Christian community of faith.
We seek full participation of all in the life and work of this
church and will strenuously avoid the culture of any one
group becoming the norm for all in the ELCA. And we
strive to address the ways that racism, sexism, classism
and other forms of injustice limit participation and harm
people, communities and the whole body of Christ. In all
these relationships the ELCA serves reconciliation and
healing with other Christians, while repentantly
acknowledging its failings and wrongs, trusting in God’s
forgiving mercy.

We are church for the sake of the world
Christ has freed us from sin and death, even from
ourselves, so that we can live as ministers of reconciliation
in loving and generous service of our neighbors (2
Corinthians 5:17-18). In Jesus Christ, all of life – every act
of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life –
flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Freed by the transformative life of Christ, we support ELCA
members as they give themselves freely in transforming
service with the neighbor. Through a wide range of daily
vocations and ministries, we nurture faith, build alliances
and gather resources for a healed, reconciled and just
world. As church together, we faithfully strive to
participate in God’s reconciling work, which prioritizes
disenfranchised, vulnerable and displaced people in our
communities and the world. We discover and explore our
vocations in relation to God through education and moral
deliberation. We bear witness to the love of God in Jesus
Christ through dialogue and collaboration with ecumenical
partners and with other faiths. In all these ministries,
God’s generosity flows through us into the life of the
world.

Sunday Mornings
9:00am Adult Education
Any adult is welcome –
come check out these learning opportunities!
September 4

Transition Team findings and the Call Process

The book of Genesis- whose name means “beginning”- explores persistent questions important to humans beings about
existence and meaning. Through provocative images and memorable stories, Genesis lays a foundation for Christian faith
as we know it today! Sessions include Professor Terence Fretheim on video and discussion.
September classes coincide with Sunday scripture readings:
September 11
Genesis 6 The Flood
September 18
Genesis 12 Abraham and Sarah
September 25
Genesis 39 Joseph

10:00am

Holy Shepherd LIVE!

Worship
w/Holy Communion

Live Streaming

1 service Only

will begin approximately at 9:50am
on the Holy Shepherd YouTube channel

Fellowship Time – Following Worship
Gather for fellowship in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall & Library to reconnect with others.

Fellowship Hosts for September
9/4: Bryan & Sandy Bennett
9/11: God’s Work. Our Hands.

9/18: Barbara & Kent Stannard
9/25: Lisa Grimm & Denise Rosko

Update from the Worship Planning Team
As part of the worship planning process, the worship planning team continues to evaluate how worship is being
experienced and if we are in need of adding more worship services. We look at data (attendance, staff availability and
feedback from the community) to prepare and plan and make the best decision for the entire HS community.
Based on current information the team has decided to continue our Sunday morning schedule for the Fall –
9:00am Adult Education, 10:00am Worship and 11:00am Fellowship.
Our in-person numbers have not increased enough to warrant adding another service.
We will continue to look at this data as we plan for the future.
The Worship Planning Team
Gaylene Szaltzer, Meredith Lusby, Darlene Mader, Diane Klinkerfues, Pastor Julie Brooks, Karen Novess
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Chancel Choir begins September 14th
It's time to begin singing again! Chancel Choir is a group of singers that meet each Wednesday evening at 6:45pm and
practice until 8pm. The group sings in worship for special music and at times helps lead liturgy. It is a very fun and
dedicated group and all are welcome to join! If you enjoy singing, but are not quite sure what the choir experience is like
or are nervous about singing in a group, please contact Diane Klinkerfues and I am happy to have a conversation.

Handbells begin September 14th
Time to ring! The Holy Shepherd handbell group consists of about 10-15 people and meets each Wednesday evening at
5:30pm. If you have rung before or perhaps are a music note reader this group might be for you. If you haven't rung
before and can't read music or have some experience please send me an email and there might be a place for a
beginners group. If you have any questions please contact Diane Klinkerfues at dklinkerfues@holyshepherd.com

Formerly known as “Wednesday Night Life”
A new ministry (or should I say an old familiar ministry “revamped”) of gathering together for dinner, education,
choir rehearsals and building relationships with one another will begin on September 14th. Sound familiar? Well, it
is based on the Wednesday Night Life model with a few tweaks, one of them being a name change. The
Gathering, which it is now called, will meet once a month instead of every week. Details are below:

o

o

o

Meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month * for dinner, choir rehearsals, and an all age
community time
o Choirs will continue to meet each Wednesday when ”The Gathering “ is not meeting.
* Sept. Oct., Nov., March, April, May we will meet on Wednesday nights
Dec., Jan., Feb., this ministry will be offered on a Sunday (Dates TBD) for a brunch gathering
 During the dark winter months we are offering a daytime
Wednesday Evening Schedule: (Sunday schedule TBD)
 5:00 -6:30 Dinner
 A scrumptious meal made by our wonderful chefs!
 5:30 – 6:15 Handbell Choir Rehearsal
 6:15 – 6:45 All Age Community Time (Storytelling, crafts, service etc.)
 To be held in the Fellowship Hall for everyone to be able to participate in.
 6:45– 8:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

One of our goals for this ministry is for those who are homebound and /or are unable to drive to be able to come
and participate in this ministry. In order to make that happen, we will need volunteers to pick up and take home
those who are in need of transportation. If you are able to help with this, please call or email karen Novess at
303.233.2740 ex. 101 or knovess@holyshepherd.com. Thank you!

We look forward to our time together at . . . The Gathering!
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A Musical Evening “Under the Stars”
When: September 10th & 11th (choose one)
Time: 6-7:30pm
Where: Holy Shepherd Columbarium
Come and join us for an evening of music provided by some of our Holy Shepherd musicians.
Dessert and drinks (water, tea, coffee) will be provided but you are welcome to bring your own snacks, dinner and
beverages (Alcohol, OK) or just come and listen and enjoy a musical evening with each other.
Please bring lawn chairs or blankets.

Reservations ONLY!
Please use the Sign-Up Genius below (copy & paste in your browser)
or call the church office to make your reservation.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A4FAAAC28A4FD0-music

Saturday, September 17,
9:00am to 3:00pm
Join the RMS Hunger Team,
Lutheran Advocacy, and the
Creation Care Team on
September 17 for a day for
holy conversation &
community-building with
faithful people from the Rocky Mountain Synod and beyond.
We'll learn the facts about the drought affecting our region,
engage in theological reflection and story-telling, hear stories
of the impact on agriculture, consider policy and advocacy,
and contemplate how we can respond to the crisis together.
When: Saturday, September 17, 2022 • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Bethany Lutheran Church,
4500 East Hampden Avenue, Denver
Also available by Zoom
Fee: $25 in-person (lunch included), $15 online
Featured speakers include:
Sen. Chris Hansen, State Senator for Colorado Senate District
31 and Co-Founder of Colorado Energy & Water Institute
Peter Backlund, School of Global Environmental
Sustainability, Colorado State University
Meagan Schipanski, Associate Professor in the College of
Agricultural Sciences, Colorado State University
Dr. Ryan Cumming, Director of Education,
ELCA World Hunger
Rev. Joshua Bruns, Pastor of Covenant Lutheran Church,
Wheatland, Wyoming
Rev. Bonita Bock, former Professor & Director of Wartburg
College West
Please register at
Thirsting for Water | Rocky Mountain Synod (rmselca.org)

Come listen to our guest speaker

Dirk Van Leenen
Holocaust Hero
Sunday, September 25 2:00pm
Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall
Dirk is an author who wrote a series
of captivating books titled
The Holocaust Resistance.
Learn how his family survived the
Holocaust in the Netherlands
while saving over 1,000 Jews.
If you have questions contact
Cheryl Holz at 303-547-2579.
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Small Groups Gathering
Please contact the church office for zoom links

Women’s Morning Bible Study

Writer’s Group

Our next study will be
Tuesday , September 20, at 10:00 AM

11:00am – 1:00pm
Thursday, September 1st
Library
All you need are a pen and paper to write about your life
and thoughts, a subject you already know quite well.
Leader: Carol Rossini at carossini@comcast.net
or 303-989-9660.

Doris Frick will be the study leader and Pat
Mohrbacher will bring refreshments for our
September meeting. We will study the lesson in the
ELCA Women’s September Gather magazine.
We hope you come and join us
for fellowship and study.

Women’s Early Afternoon Bible Study
September 12 1:00pm
WEABS Women’s Bible study group
meets twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Monday
afternoons at 1:00 P.M.
Our first meeting this fall will be September 12 in the
church Fellowship Hall. We will be studying “The Son
of David” based on the book of Matthew.
The Son of David
The book of Matthew has a strong Hebraic character
and was likely written by Jesus’s disciple Matthew. He
expected that his main audience would be his fellow
Jews who were then the foundation of the new
movement called “The Way.” Matthew quotes
copiously from the Torah, now know as our Old
Testament, and shows how Jesus fits all the
descriptions of the promised Messiah who was to
come and bring Utopia for their nation. Plan to come
and explore with us this orderly book of teachings,
miracles, parables, and apocalyptic scenarios!
Pat Mohrbacher 303-238-5179 or
pbmohrbacher@outlook.com

Adult Lectionary Bible Study
ZOOM Thursday Mornings, 8:30am
Discuss & study upcoming Sunday lectionary readings.
Leader: Pastors

Busy Bees
Meets every 2nd & 4th Tuesday
9:00am – noon
Meet in the rooms west of the Library

Busy Bees is a ministry that creates quilts
to be given to the ELCA World Relief.
Volunteers are always welcome to assist in a variety
of ways with their quilting projects.
Group meets year round.
Contact: Diane Jowell 720-234-4323

Prayer Time
ZOOM Tuesdays 12:40pm
All are welcome to come join others, via zoom, in
prayer for those in need, yourself, and for the world.
Prayer time usually lasts about 15 minutes. Sharing
your prayers and praying for others helps build a
deeper relationship with God and with God’s family.
Zoom link is included in weekly Friday email.

Book Club News
Tuesday, September 13 at 3:30 P.M.
Book selection to be determined
Everyone interested in joining the discussions
are always welcome.

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Saturday Mornings, 8:00am Fellowship Hall
Bible Discussion & Fellowship.
Everyone is Welcome!!

Prayer Group for Men and Women
The second and forth Fridays of each month at 10:00
Next Meetings – September 9. 23
Come and join us Friday mornings to discuss faith issues, share
concerns, and to pray for our church, our nation, and personal
needs. Our guidebook this fall is “Traveling Light,” which
contains meditations on the 23rd Psalm by Max Lucado.
For a guidebook or questions contact
Pat Mohrbacher 303-238-5179
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Serving and Reaching Out
Please contact the church office for zoom links

Over past few months, the Action Center has seen our service
numbers swell to almost 300 households per day. We're
serving more households than at our peak during the
pandemic!
Yet our food donations dwindle, which isn't all that
uncommon in the summer. However, that coupled with
supply chain shortages, means having to adjust how
frequently our neighbors can come and visit us. During the
pandemic, our neighbors able to come once per week, but
now can visit once every 14 days.
So, how can you help?
• If you have an over supply of fresh garden produce, you
can bring it to our donation dock.
• Rally your neighbors, coworkers, and family and host a
donation drive!
• Finally, you can help us "spread the peanut butter" a little
further by making a Financial Donation Here.
To help keep our boxes filled with nutritious foods, we're
spending almost $20,000 per month with partnerships like
Food Bank of the Rockies. Through these partnerships, we
buy more at a discounted rate with financial gifts.
Volunteers Needed
We're not only short on food, we're also short on
volunteers! It takes almost 60 volunteers for us to operate
daily - with summer vacations in full swing, we are
experiencing shortages.
We've got tons of options and opportunities available - for
individuals, groups, and even your 16+ teenagers!

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Good News for our Blood Drive donors.
Vitalant has scheduled us for three blood drives in 2023.
Those blood drive dates are:
Thursday, January 12, 2023
Wednesday, May 24, 2023
Monday, October 30, 2023
theblood
Spirit!
Here is someBe
infofilled
for ourwith
faithful
drive donors to
maximize your giving (remember, each pint of blood has the
potential to save 3 lives!!):
Try to donate on or before Thursday, Sept 15, 2022 and then
again 56 days (8 weeks) later but not later than Thursday,
November, 24, 2022. That will allow you to donate on
Thursday, Jan 12, 2023 at HS blood drive.
Vitalant blood donation centers:
5066 S. Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, CO 80123
13952 Denver West Parkway, 1st floor, Golden, CO
If questions, contact Jim Freeman, 303-986-3968
please leave a message

Mission Minded
God’s Work. Our Hands.
Sunday, September 11.
There will be multiple on and off site service activities
offered after church with a sack lunch included.
Please sign up on the poster in the Narthex.
After 10:00 worship, an opportunity to be of service
to those in need, locally and around the world
(blankets)!
The specific activities offered for Sept. 11 are:
1. Making hygiene kits for Action Center
2. Writing cards for homebound/ in facility members
3. Prayer Shawl group
4. Blanket making
5. Food bags for homeless
6. Outdoor work at church
7. @ The Action Center 11:30-1:30 - w/educational
moments and service project
Wear or bring a change of clothes as needed
for your chosen project.
Brown bag lunch provided after worship, to eat in
Fellowship Hall or take to your station . . .
Please sign up the next two Sundays on the poster in
the narthex! IF you won't be in church the next two
weeks, please leave a message at the church (303233-2740).
You are still welcome if you miss the sign up lists, but
we are using the lists for fellowship/lunch prep.
All supplies and food are provided by a grant from
Thrivent Financial!

You were probably as shocked as our Mission Team
was that the Action Center is distributing food to 300
families A DAY (See article from The Action Center)
As part of God's Work, Our Hands we will be going to
the Action Center and helping pack food.
ALL ARE INVITED!
It would be great if we could take a truckload of food
with us on September 11th!!
If you could bring some canned goods or other food
and put them in front of the Mission Cabinet,
we will take them on that day.
Thanks so much! The Mission Team
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Dear People of Holy Shepherd,
Thank you so much for the wonderful celebration on Sunday,
August 21st honoring my retirement. During these last seven
years as the church secretary it has been my privilege to work
with you all, and you have honored my in so many ways.

David and I would like to thank everyone at HS that
continued to pray for our daughter Pamela during
her extended time on the prayer list. She is living
proof that the power of prayer is real.

Thank you Jesus,
Kathy and David Irwin.

Many thanks

The Blessing & Sending in the church service and the fun filled
Fellowship Hour (wonder woman cake and cape were an
added treat) will always hold special memories for me. The
prayer shawl, thoughtful cards with kind words and special
gifts will be of comfort to me always.
Thank you and I’ll look forward to being with you as we
worship together.

Fondly,
Donna Madsen

to the wonderful crew who has worked tirelessly each week this Summer (and will continue
into the Fall) to mow, weed, trim and take on any other odd outside jobs to keep the church
grounds beautiful! Thank you Matt & Becca Mohrbacher, Cody Werth, Dan Mohrbacher
and Diane Klinkerfues for a job well done!!

Church Council Meeting – August Summary
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

Council president, Lisa Grimm, opened the meeting with a poem by an anonymous author expressing that God
provides for our needs.
Welcome to our new office manager Janelle Camacho! She began August 5 and will be in training with Donna for
two weeks.
Donna Madsen, church secretary, is retiring. Her last day will be August 19.
Call committee update: The call committee will be comprised of ten members chosen by the council and by the
congregation as stated in our church constitution. Council has selected Annette Gillcrist, Sue Scott and Chris Stuber
to serve on the call committee and will select one more member. The church congregation will vote on six
additional committee members at an in-person meeting to be scheduled after nominations close on August 31.
Desirable traits of call committee members include the following: open to the Holy Spirit, committed to church life,
good listener, team player, able to build consensus, one family member, represent a variety of age groups, have
time available and commit to attending most of the meetings.
Council approved paying Donna Madsen for 106 accrued hours of unused vacation.
Council approved signers on the Trust Committee bank account to be Shirley Bradsby and Emmitt Milton.
Council approved the membership report presented with 353 members as of June 2022.
Shirley Bradsby, from the Trust Committee, reviewed the Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church gift policy and committee
guidelines. Funds have been distributed this year to our church facility projects and to outreach, including to Family
Promise, Action Center and Urban Servant Corps. A complete list will be provided in the Annual Report in January
2023.
Finance Report: June 2022 Income fell below June 2022 Expenses by $7,622.
The council meeting was held too early in August to have the information for July 2022.
Coming up: God’s Work Our Hands Sunday Sept 11; Wednesday Night Life September 14.
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Church Office &
Staff Hours
NEW In-Office Hours: Tuesday – Thursday
8:00am to 3:00pm
Janelle Camacho, Office Manager,
will be available during this time.
Pastor Julie Brooks: Tues – Fri
Pastor Teri Hermsmeyer: Tues, Thurs
Karen Novess: Tues, Wed, Fri
Diane Klinkerfues: Tues, Wed
If you need to visit with a staff member please
continue to schedule an appointment with them as
these work days continue to include working from
home. Thank you!

Holy Shepherd Staff & Council
Church Office: 303-233-2740
Pastor Julie Brooks ..................................ext. 106
jbrooks@holyshepherd.com
Pastor Teri Hermsmeyer ………………………ext. 109
thermsmeyer@holyshepherd.com
Ministry Partner, Karen Novess...............ext. 101
knovess@holyshepherd.com
Office Manager, Janelle Camacho...........ext. 108
jcamacho@holyshepherd.com
office@holyshepherd.com
Property Manager, Kevin Klinkerfues
Custodian, Larry Lagerberg
Organist, Jordan Ortman
Music Ministry Director, Diane Klinkerfues
dklinkerfues@holyshepherd.com
Chancel Choir, Praise Team, Handbells

Grief and Caregiving
Support Groups
Our first two sessions in each group
seems to have gone very well, with a lot
of growth in attendees the 2nd meeting!

Grief Support Group
1st and 3rd Thursdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. in the Library

Care-Giver Support Group
2nd and 4th Thursdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. in the Library
For those in need of support coming together in our
common human emotion of sorrow and grief and all that
entails, connecting with others, sharing our stories,
praying and supporting one another, learning about all
the variables of grief and sorrow, and how to move
forward with life - there is a need of belonging, bonding,
connecting through the power of the Holy Spirit.
At the same time, grief also happens when a loved one
needs to leave home and enter into specialized medical
care, supported by your regular visits; or when life
changes at home when a loved one has a medical crisis
and needs your full time care-giving. This, too - is very
difficult to maneuver the emotional ups and downs, and
physical demands. A support group to share your
experience and gain insights to help you along the
journey lifts the heart and energizes the soul to continue
to help your loved one have a good quality of life.
Please come, as we begin together, to be of support to
one another in the above two areas. We'll move with the
Holy Spirit regarding the needs of the groups. Pastor Teri
will facilitate of these groups, and hopefully with time,
members with experience in emotionally and spiritually
maturing through grief can begin to facilitate as
well. Any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor
Teri 303-233-2740 ext 109 or 303-903-4171,
thermsmeyer@holyshepherd.com.
Please note, that people are welcome to join anytime;
you don't have to have been to previous sessions. No
RSVP, but there will be a 'sign-in' as you arrive so the
facilitator can check-in with participants. There will be
"tea-time" with snacks and beverages!

Lay Leadership
Church Council
Lisa Grimm, President
Diane Jowell, Vice President
Judy Ekberg, Secretary
Melinda Powelson, Personnel
Finance: Vacant
At-Large: Chase Evenson, Dave Irwin

October Newsletter Article Deadline
September 23, 2022
Please submit your articles to
knovess@holyshepherd.com
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
920 Kipling St.
Lakewood CO 80215

Worshiping and Growing Together in Christ,
Serving and Reaching Out Joyfully to All!
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