October 1, 2021

Photo: Winston Herbert

“Trust Me”
How does this short, little phrase rest in your spirit today?
Do your eyes roll up in disbelief? Do you have follow-up
questions that race in: “Who or what am I being asked to
trust? Why should I trust? What kind of history is behind this
invitation?” Or, do you just say, “No. I can’t trust. I’ve been
hurt and deceived so often that I just can’t trust.”
These days, it seems as though “trust” is in short supply. And,
in fact, there seems to be a strong and rampant message out
there, “You should not trust, THEM. If you do, they are sure
to turn on you and hurt you.” AND in fact, the message is
often, “Not only should you NOT trust THEM, you should be
very afraid of THEM.”
Lately, you may have experienced learning that systems that
you had trusted in the past, are now being exposed and
revealing deep seeded and profound brokenness. The painful
realization of racism, sexism, white privilege, and greed are
ingrained into some of the organizations, systems and circles
of power that we had grown to trust. This realization shakes
us to our core. Or, we might be just learning or hearing about
these realities and we deny it, turn and look the other way.
Or we may minimize these realities in our own minds. “It’s
not as bad as THEY are saying it is. You can’t TRUST THEM or
anything THEY say.”

Siblings in Christ, in times of turmoil, unknown, fear and fear
mongering, it can be hard to trust. And yet, trust is critical to
life and the life of healthy community. Without trust, we may
be tempted to isolate, huddle in fear, and put all my energy
into protected ME, me and only me. And in doing so, the well
being of the community suffers. And that, is not GOOD.

God has created the world as “good”. Each aspect of
God’s creation is “good” as it is beneficial to the whole.
We need each other. I need you. My wellbeing is
connected to your wellbeing. This is God’s design and
God’s creation. AND, I believe we can trust the
creator…God.
We can trust God. In fact, we are called to trust God.
When Jesus says, “Follow me,” this is infused with, “Trust
me.” Jesus stands with us, in the middle of the unknown,
the chaos, the fear, and the atmosphere of skepticisms.
Jesus reaches out his hand to us as the waves of
impatience, fear mongering, and distrust crash all around
us and Jesus says, “You can trust me.”
He’s right you know. We can trust Jesus. We can trust
God. God’s history is one we are welcome to examine and
let it inform us as we ponder where to put our trust. With
Jesus/God standing with us and reaching out to us to
follow, we have a decision to make. And before we make
that decision, know that where Jesus is calling us to follow,
is to the hungry, the oppressed, the outcast, the homeless,
and to all who are vulnerable. As we ponder, who to
trust, know that following Jesus/God does not come with
the promise that it will be easy peasy. Just ask Abraham.
BUT, we can, unflinchingly, trust God. May we, together,
do that and follow.

Peace, Michael

Sunday Mornings
9:00am Adult Education
October 10, 17

Fellowship Hall

ISRAEL: A Walk in The Word
Through video, take a walk through the beautiful land of Israel with tour guide, Shirley
Carpenter. This Bible teacher will take us to 30 locations : where Jesus grew up, was
baptized, taught, and lived. Experience insight from scripture and its relevance for today.
Leader: Deacon Bonnie Yockstick

1 service Only – In-Person
10:00am Worship with Holy Communion

Holy Shepherd LIVE!
Live Streaming
will begin approximately at 9:50am
on the Holy Shepherd YouTube channel

Service is recorded so you can access it at any time after it has been broadcast live.

Fellowship Time – Following Worship
Gather for fellowship in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall & Library to reconnect with others.
No food& drink allowed in these areas at this time.
Due to construction in the columbarium outside fellowship is limited. Food & Drink is allowed outside.

Worship Volunteers – Could this be your calling??
As we begin to cautiously gather together for worship, we would like to invite you to participate in a
variety of ways that support our worship experience. If you are interested in being a part of the ministries
listed below, please call the contact person. Training will be provided where needed.

Greeters:

Screen Operators:

2/3 people per Sunday to welcome those attending
worship & guide them to the bulletin & communion
resources
Contact person: Jan Eckersley

Run the front screens from the sound booth for the
worship service. No experience needed, you will be
trained.
Contact person: Karen Novess

Assisting Ministers:

Live Stream Operators:

Help lead the worship service alongside the pastor;
Lead parts of the liturgy and prepare the prayers of the
people. (No singing required!)
Contact person: Karen Novess

Run the Live Stream from the sound booth as a sub or
placed on a regular schedule. No experience required.
Training will be required.
Contact person: Karen Novess

Scripture Readers:

Choir Participants:

At this time, reads will be video taped to be shown
during worship on the screens. You can record on your
own or a zoom recording can be set up.
Contact person: Karen Novess

Help lead worship as part of a choral or instrumental
group/solo. Chancel Choir, Prime Time Choir, Handbells,
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Praise Team or as a vocal or instrumental soloist.
Contact person: Diane Klinkerfues

I would like to express my thanks to the Holy Shepherd community
for all your support these last few months. My shoulder surgery on
July 27th was successful and my recovery continues to progress.
Your calls, cards and prayers during this time were such a blessing.
And I continue to be amazed at all the wonderful meals provided by
Jan Eckersley, Doris Frick, Carol Rossini, Pat Mohrbacher, Ann
Austin, Darla Trahnstrom and Dianne Washington – enough good
Lutheran meals for several weeks! You were truly a blessing in time
of such need.

Betty Morris

Thank You
To all of you who made food for us, sent
cards and memorials, and prayed for us
when we lost our son Paul; please accept
our heartfelt thank you.

Del & Cheryl Holz

Keep Your Information Current
Please call the church office to let us know:
If you have new contact information (Phone Number, Email Address, etc)
Or any other changes like…
* If you wish to stop receiving Offering Envelopes in the mail
* Begin Simply Giving contributions
* Change how you are receiving any information from the office
We want to keep in touch so give us a call at 303-233-2740
(Please leave a message if we miss your call)

Re-Gathering Update
Balancing Community and Safety
We are working hard to balance our needs and
desires to gather together while keeping each
other safe. Our "North Star" on how to operate
during the pandemic has been the CDC, Jeffco
Health and the Rocky Mountain Synod, Office of
the Bishop. The good news is that according to
the CDC and other health agencies, wearing masks
is considered an effective step toward not
spreading the disease. With that in mind, we will
continue to require masks to be worn during
all foreseeable worship services. This is our best
chance to keep our community safe.

Food during Fellowship
One of the requests that has come to us is to offer
food after the worship service during fellowship
time. Because this would mean taking our masks
off indoors, at this time we believe that serving
food, indoors, is not in the community's best
interest. Food & drink is allowed outside. We
hope to restore this as soon as possible.

Small and Large Group Indoor Activities
Finally, there have been many questions about small and
large groups. Our recommendations for small groups (16
people and under) is to monitor themselves in regards to
masks & food. Large groups (17 people and over) using
the Fellowship Hall and Multipurpose Room will be asked
to wear masks at all times with no food allowed.

Worship/Singing
Masks will continue to be worn during worship. We are also
aware that singing has been identified as a way to spread the
virus -- which is difficult because we all love to sing together.
At this time, we are comfortable with limited singing as a
congregation as long as we maintain our mask wearing.
In the near future, we are hoping to have more musical small
groups such as the Praise Team & soloists back at
worship. For your protection, all singers and musicians will
also be wearing a mask. For larger singing groups such as
our choirs, we are following the recommendations to record
songs ahead of time and play them at our services. This way
we will share the joy of singing in the safest way possible.

If you have any questions, as always, please feel free to reach out. We want to hear from you and do everything we can to
support our church community. If the CDC changes its recommendations, we will do everything we can to adapt quickly.
The Regathering Team:
Kevin Klinkerfues, Chair, Pastor Michael TeKrony, Amy Evancheck, Melinda Powelson,
Margaret Mohrbacher, Karen Novess, Diane Klinkerfues.

3

Adult Lectionary Bible Study

Small Groups Gathering

ZOOM Thursday Mornings, 8:30am
Discuss & study upcoming Sunday lectionary readings.
Leader: Pastor

Please contact the church office for zoom links

Small Groups

Writer’s Group

(16 participants & Under)
Small groups will monitor themselves
whether or not to use masks; food & drink
allowed.

(17 Participants & Over)

11:00am – 1:00pm (Library or Addenbrooke Park)
Thursday, October 7
All you need are a pen and paper to write about your life and
thoughts, a subject you already know quite well.
If you would like to join, please contact
Carol Rossini at carossini@comcast.net
or 303-989-9660 to be added to the mailing list.

• Fellowship Hall & Multi-Purpose Room ONLY
• Mask must be worn
• No food or Drink

Women’s Morning Bible Study

•

Large Groups

Women’s Early Afternoon Bible Study
Two Mondays of each month, 1:00 PM (FH)
Oct. 25, 2021
(We will not meet Oct. 11 because I will be out of town.)
The book of Hebrews, near the end of the New
Testament, presents a stirring defense of the Christian
faith. The author shows how Jesus fulfills the Old
Testament law and covenants and yet also replaces them.
He is a better prophet and priest, and also the perfect
sacrifice for all sin. Hebrews also cheers us on to remain
strong in our faith and to “run with perseverance
the race set before us.”
We hope you can join us! Contact me for a study guide.
Pat Mohrbacher 303-238-5179 or
pbmohrbacher@outlook.com

Men’s Fast & Bible Study
Saturday Mornings, 8:00am Fellowship Hall
Bible Discussion & Fellowship.

Prayer Group for Men and Women
Friday Mornings at 10:00am (L)
Next Meetings – Oct. 22, Nov. 12, 2021
Come and join us Friday mornings to discuss faith issues,
share concerns, and to pray for our church, our nation,
and personal needs. Our guidebook this fall is
“Traveling Light,” which contains meditations on the
23rd Psalm by Max Lucado. Both men and women, are
welcome to join us. For a guidebook or questions
contact me. Pat Mohrbacher 303-238-5179

Prayer Time
ZOOM Tuesdays 12:45pm
Leader: Pastor Michael

3rd Tuesday morning of the month at 10:00am
October 19: Vera Crabb will be the study leader

Women’s Morning Bible Study meets once a month on the
third Tuesday morning at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall or
Library for fellowship, and a Bible lesson. We use the studies
in the ELCA Women’s magazine “Gather” as our guide. This
fall we will be studying “The Gift of the Spirit” and exploring
how this mysterious member of the trinity is active in our
lives, revealing truth and giving us spiritual power. If you
don’t have a current issue of Gather, contact me or the study
leader and we will get you a copy of the lesson. We hope
many of you can join us for the thought-provoking studies
written by women pastors and leaders of our church!
More info: Pat Mohrbacher 303-238-5179

Book Club News
New meeting time and day!
We will meet the second Tuesday of the month at 5:00 pm, in
the library at Holy Shepherd.

Upcoming books:

• Oct. 12 “Braiding Sweetgrass” by Robin Wall Kimmerer
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings
of Plants. "As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been
trained to ask questions of nature with the tools of science.
As a member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she
embraces the notion that plants and animals are our oldest
teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these
two lenses of knowledge together…”
• Nov. 9 “Nomadland” by Jessica Bruder
• Dec. 14 “The Whole Town’s Talking” by Fannie Flagg
Possible potluck supper, as well, as a holiday treat.

Next year’s tentative schedule:
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 11 “News of the World” by Paulette Jiles
Feb. 8 “The Great Alone” by Kristin Hannah
Mar. 8 “Tallgrass” by Sandra Dallas
Apr. 12 “Tomboy Bride” by Harriet Fish Backus
May 10 “The Fifth Mountain” by Paulo Coelho

Happy Reading!
All are welcome to come check out Book Club 4

Council Minutes

9-21-21 Council Meeting Summary

Transition/Interim update: The meeting opened with a discussion about the congregation
and its concerns about the Interim pastor assignment. We agreed we want to communicate
all we know, which is precious little. Holy Shepherd has requested an Interim pastor for our
church. The Synod office has nothing new to report to Holy Shepherd regarding our request
for an Interim pastor. Diane Klinkerfues will call the Synod office this week and call Pastor Will
Johnson, our Pastor Coach from the Synod, to seek further information. There are many pastor vacancies, perhaps related
to the Covid pandemic. We are one of many churches in need.
Council discussed concerns communicated by congregation member Pat Mohrbacher, including the following questions:
Does the co-pastor model work? Do we need two pastors? Can we afford two pastors considering reduced attendance? Is
our Transition Summary from 2019 still accurate? Can we have monthly reports of council discussions? Council discussed
options for conversations on Transition with the congregation to be after Sunday worship and/or scheduled during Adult
Education. Diane will follow up on the Transition Summary. Currently the minutes from each month’s council meeting are
available on the web page, at the information station and in the church office. A summary from each month’s council
meeting is included in the Shepherd’s Staff which is sent via email each month.
Council positions: Vice president Melinda Powelson is the nominating committee chairperson. She will talk to Pastor
Michael about forming a nominating committee for council vacancies. Council Positions to be filled in January 2022 include
council president (2-year term completed); secretary (2-year term completed); finance chair (term limited vacancy);
personnel chair (position currently vacant). Job descriptions will be available soon for interested candidates.
Pastor’s Report - Pastor Michael is attending the annual Theological Conference for rostered leaders of the Rocky Mountain
Synod. He has been busy with an increasing number of pastoral care sessions and he wants the congregation to know that
caring for the congregation in this way is of highest importance to him.
- Adult education will begin in a couple of weeks with in-person classes at HSLC only, with no online option at this time. We
are working on technicalities to offer online participation.
- A special thanks goes out to Donna and Karen! Because of them, the work that happens through the office continues at
the highest of quality, efficiency and faithfulness to the mission of HSLC!

Ministry Partner Report- Preparing worship tools (bulletins, screens, Live Stream) for in-person worship; planning worship through November;
adding volunteers at worship; choirs have started rehearsals.
- Faith Formation planning with three families who are not ready for in-person education on Sunday mornings; planning
monthly family activities of fellowship, education and service work.
- Beginning planning for the national youth gathering in Minnesota in July 2022.
Finance Report
A.
August 2021 giving was ($14,000) below our new 2021 Budget, but almost identical to our giving in August 2020. YTD
giving through August 2021 is $1,000 higher than our YTD 2020 giving through August 2020, but ($36,800) under the
increased 2021 Budget.
B.
August 2021 expenses were $8,600 under our new 2021 Budget and were $3,400 higher than
our August 2020 expenses. YTD expenses are approx. $34,500 under the 2021 Budget.
Bottom Line: August 2021 net loss of approx. ($5,400) as compared to August 2020 loss of
($1,400). YTD 2021 net loss of ($2,200) vs. YTD 2020 income of $28,400.
A.

Quick comments on the Balance Sheet:
1.Contributions to the Building Fund were $4,000 in August and are $34,700 YTD 2021. Contributions through
August 2020 were $56,400. Cash balance in the Building Fund Account at 8/31/21 is approx. $42,000. Additional funds
from split checks were transferred from the General Fund in August.
2. Solar Loan balance at 8/31/21 was $83,766. This included an extra principal payment of $2,465 from special
contributions. After the August 2021 loan payment, the loan balance is now $82,500. We continue to receive
contributions for early principal paydown on this loan and have applied an extra $8,665 through 8/31/21.
3. We need to discuss how to handle the $58,000 PPP Loan which has now been forgiven. It is still reflected on our
Balance Sheet as a Liability. Options include moving the money to a capital reserve fund. ACTION ITEM: At the
October council meeting, council will decide where to place the amount from the PPP loan.
At the next council meeting, October 19, 2021, council will decide where to place the money from the PPP loan which has
been forgiven.
Council will also designate one individual to present the narrative budget information and review graphs during the annual
meeting in January, 2022.
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Serving & Reaching Out To All
Mark your calendars for October 10th.

It's Undie Sundie!
It's the Action Center's latest attempt at setting a Guinness
World Record. From 1pm to 2pm, they are going to attempt
to collect 6,000 pairs of underwear for those experiencing
homelessness. Drop off location: 8745 W 14th Ave.
Thank you for helping the Action Center spread the word
and making this fun and exciting attempt on the World
Record successful!

Next Blood Drive at Holy Shepherd
SAVE THE DATE!
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2021
10:00am – 2:30pm

Hello Family and Friends,
Fire & Police Departments
Blankets for Kids
We are going to make blankets again for our local
Fire and Police departments.
We need your help to make some tie blankets that the Fire
and Police Departments can hand out to kids. We had
received a Thrivent grant last year for the material and
would like to have two grants since we were able to help 28
kids and this year, we would like to help 56 kids if possible.
The grant paid for the material. If you would like to help
make some together at the church (date to be determined)
or at home, please contact Nancy Beach or Martye Madison
to register. If you would like to make one at home, contact
Martye Madison and she will bring the material to you.

ANNUAL (FUN)DRAISER BANQUET
October 15, 2021
WaterStone Community Church
5890 South Alkire Street, Littleton, CO 80127.
Join us for delicious African food and to hear some great news
about ChristAid accomplishments this year.
COST: $40 per plate or better yet, purchase a table for eight for
you and your family or friends for $300.00.
Schedule for the event:
(On-Line Auction bidding begins October 8th –
one week prior to the live event !!)
On OCTOBER 15th
5:30 -silent auction opens
6:30 – Banquet meal begins
7:45 – Auction bidding closes on-line/
Program starts 8:50

All money raised will go to support the school, furnish the
new high school, finish the office building, and build homes
for the grandma’s who care for groups of children.

Are you getting excited? It is that time of year again to
start packing Shoeboxes for the Samaritan’s Purse
Operation for a Christmas Child. This is a very exciting
opportunity to do as a family, individual or a group with
church (with the help of Thivent) or a person can just
donate money towards the shoeboxes. We would love for
you to prayerfully consider filling 1 shoebox, or more.
These shoeboxes are filled with love and special items
that bring so much joy to a child. The shoeboxes are also
a reminder that Jesus loves them!
I have already bought the shoeboxes and they are ready
to be filled. You can choose to fill the shoebox for either a
boy or a girl and what age range. Once you have decided,
you can go to this website link which gives you
suggestions on items to buy for each age range:
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmaschild/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions
These are only suggestion. You can fill your box with so
many different items including things that you can sew or
make. Just be careful to stay away from the few items
listed under Do Not Include. You can also include a special
note to the child or even a special picture.
Next, fill out the paper included by selecting whether the
box is for a boy or girl and what age range. Include a $9
donation which covers shipping and the religion
curriculum book that is included for each child as well.
Once your shoebox is filled, close it by wrapping rubber
bands around it. Your box is now ready to be delivered to
a special child! Take time to pray for the special child that
will receive your shoebox.
Thank you for prayerfully considering to help bless a child
this holiday season. Please let me know if you would like
to participate and I will bring a shoebox to you so that you
can get started or more information will be sent regarding
putting together some at the church. If you are interested
or have any questions, please call me at 303 507-4694 or
email me at mmadison@ohlesport.com.
God’s Blessings,

Martye Madison
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Church Office and Staff Hours
Office Hours: Tuesday – Thursday
8:00am to 12:00pm
Staff Office Hours will be:
Pastor Michael & Karen Novess
Tuesday and Wednesday
To ensure that we are able to keep a safe
environment we are requesting that you schedule
an appointment to visit with a staff member. This
will allow us to monitor the flow of individuals at
one time in the building.
Continuing the practice of this previous year, the
staff, when not in the office will continue to work
remotely from their homes.

Holy Shepherd Staff
& Council
Pastor’s Emergency Phone
Available 24 Hours
720-666-6951
Church Office: 303-233-2740
Pastor Michael TeKrony ..........................ext. 109
mtekrony@holyshepherd.com
Ministry Partner, Karen Novess..............ext. 101
knovess@holyshepherd.com
Secretary, Donna Madsen.......................ext. 108
dmadsen@holyshepherd.com
office@holyshepherd.com
Property Manager, Kevin Klinkerfues
Custodian, Larry Lagerberg
Organist, Jordan Ortman
Music Ministry Director, Diane Klinkerfues
Chancel Choir & Praise Team
Handbell Director, Karen Novess
Nursery Coordinator, Pat Braden

Lay Leadership
Church Council
Diane Klinkerfues, President
Melinda Powelson, Vice President
Judy Ekberg, Secretary
Personnel: Vacant
Scott Ikenberry, Finance
At-Large: Chase Evenson, Dave Irwin

A Garden Tryst

- Dave Young DRY, 2021

You might not know,
but there are things that grow,
In our tiny garden plots,
That have stories to be told,
of the brave and the bold,
Twix the trowels and the redden clay pots.
There are vegetables there
that are very austere,
and some that are brazen and brash.
For this is a tale,
by the lettuce and kale,
of two nightshades who loved unabashed.
Row after row
you could see their love grow,
potatoes eyes so enhancing!
Day after day
Oh was their a way?
Tomatoes tendril vines for romancing?
All summer long
this garden tryst went on
as each rooted and grew for their lover.
Their unfortunate spot,
in the garden plot,
was separation-one from the other.
Potatoes in the dirt,
Tomatoes blushing in flirt,
as late summer turned into fall.
There were slight chances
for sensual advances,
them being horticulture al.
Then happened an event,
that was heaven sent,
a saga that touches the soul.
They were harvested timely,
and they tasted divinely,
when they met – en casserole!

NOVEMBER Newsletter Article Deadline
October 22nd
Please submit your articles to
knovess@holyshepherd.com
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