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Siblings in Christ,
This has felt like a long year! In January of 2020, who could 

have predicted all that we have experienced and endured in 
the last year? This pandemic has led to many changes and 
shifts that would have seemed unfathomable a year ago—
worshipping on our computers instead of in a church building, 
hosting Bible studies and fellowship groups outside in the 
snow, connecting with one another primarily over the phone 
or computer. Many things have changed, but not everything. 

Despite all of these changes to how we worship, reach out, 
and learn and grow, our community has continued to support 
and care for those inside our congregation and within our 
broader community. I believe that we will emerge from this 
pandemic as a stronger community than when we entered it, 
and I believe that this growth is because of you. Each of you 
have continued to contribute to our community life in 
powerful and meaningful ways; I am humbled and grateful. 

To those of you in leadership positions at Holy Shepherd, 
either as council members or ministry leaders, who have 
stepped into new roles to help guide our congregation during 
the pandemic, or who have asked important questions about 
the safety and well-being of our congregation, thank you. Your 
commitment to leadership and faithfulness has helped to 
sustain and guide us. 

To those of you that have recorded worship videos for the 
first time, who have learned about Google Drive or new 
technology equipment, researched cameras and microphones, 
or offered your musical talents, thank you. 

You have enriched and enabled or worshipping together. 
Without your work and perseverance, we would not have 
been able to join together in such a meaningful way each 
week. 

To those of you who have sought creative ways to serve 
Eiber, given generously to numerous organizations doing 
vital work in our community, sewn masks, or dropped off 
food or coats for those in need, thank you. Your willingness 
to see and serve beyond yourselves has lifted up and 
protected our most vulnerable neighbors during this 
difficult time.

To those of you who have joined the Caring Connection 
team, who have faithfully led ministries and ensured 
connection during physical distancing, written letters just 
to say hello, or called to check up on others, thank you. 
Your commitment to one another has ensured that our 
community remains strong and connected. 

To those of you who have done so much behind the 
scenes during this pandemic as volunteers, ministry 
leaders, and even just friends, neighbors, and parents, 
thank you. You, people of Holy Shepherd, are part of how 
God’s work in the world has been done during this past 
year.

Thank you. It is humbling to journey alongside you all. I 

trust and pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to lead and 
guide us in the weeks and months to come.

Pastor Courtney



Like many of you, the Regathering Team is anxious and excited to gather together for 
in person worship sometime in 2021. However, as cases, hospitalization, and deaths from 
Covid-19 continue to rise, we recognize that it is not safe for us to gather for in-person worship 
at this time. We are continuing to take direction from the Rocky Mountain Synod Office of the Bishop, 
the Colorado Department of Public Health, and Jefferson County resources. We, the Regathering Team, will be meeting 
in the coming weeks to determine the next safe step for Holy Shepherd that prioritizes both the need for virus 
precautions and community connection. We appreciate your patience and support. 

If you have questions or concerns we invite you to reach out to any member of the Regathering Team: 
Kevin Klinkerfues, Larry Lagerberg, Amy Evancheck, Pastor Michael, or Pastor Courtney.

Re-Gathering Update   1-1-21

This year Martin Luther King Jr. Day falls on Monday, January 18th. To 
recognize and mark this important day we will be holding a special prayer service on 
Sunday the 17th. Our service will remind us of Dr. King’s invitation “faith is taking the 

first step, even when you don’t see the whole staircase.” We will be reading Scripture, 
listening to excerpts of Dr. King’s speeches and writings, and creating a pair of shoes 

as part of our own reflections on taking the first step towards faith and justice.

If you are interested in participating, please contact Pastor Courtney 
(csteitz@holyshepherd.com) or Karen Novess (knovess@holyshepherd.com) 

by January 11th in order to receive the materials for the prayer service.  

“The time after Epiphany celebrates God’s incarnation and Jesus’ revealing glory. 
In this time, we discover Christ’s presence in our lives and share that good news with the world.”

– January 10 thru February 14 - you are invited to participate in creating 
a piece of artwork that symbolizes God’s revealing of hope and light in our lives, community & world.  

Here is how it will work:

 To begin with, if you would like to participate, a bag of supplies (puzzle pieces) will be available for pick up outside of the 
church office on a table. You can come at your convenience on January 6, 7 or 8 – anytime. (Please take one bag per 
person.)

o If you are unable to come to church on those specific days, please call the church office and we will make 
arrangements to deliver a bag to you. 

 Each week you will be directed at the end of worship to reflect on a question that the pastors will present. You will then 
design, on your own time, 2 pieces of the puzzle that represents your thoughts – a scene, color schemes, abstract designs, 
words etc. – however you are moved.

o You can use markers, pens, crayons, collage, glitter etc. – whatever medium you would like.

 At the end of the season, during the week of February 14th we will ask that you bring back your designed puzzle and place 
them in the basket in front of the church office.

 Some puzzles will be given to those who are homebound as a symbol - a reminder - of God’s hope. All other puzzles will 
then be created to make a collective piece of art that reflects, as a community, our hope and light. 

When all of these individual “lights" come together as one,
we can rest in what is and will be revealed in Christ for all of us.  Our hope and light becomes even brighter!

 The finished artwork will be displayed in the Narthex to welcome us back when the time comes when we gather together 
in-person. 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Novess knovess@holyshepherd.com or 720.854.5365.

Hope & Light :  A Community Art Project 

As the season of Epiphany approaches

MLK Day All Ages Prayer Service
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Holy Shepherd, along with 

Christ on the Mountain, will 

be “hosting” Family Promise from January 17th-Janaury 

24th. Some families will be staying at the Family Promise 

House in Denver and others will be housed in a motel. 

Because of Covid-19 restrictions, we are unable to host 

them in our building. If you would 

like to give a monetary donation

towards quarters for laundry or 

food supplies, gift cards for families

in the motel to get food, or if you 

would be interested in helping to 

prepare or deliver meals for these 

Family Promise families, 

please contact Cheryl Holz

(holzhut@ecentral.com)

Because of the economic impacts of Covid-19, many people in 

our city and community are facing homelessness for the first 

time.  The Family Promise families that we usually host in our 

building have been staying in a house specifically set aside for 

them in downtown Denver. Across the street from the Family 

Promise House many other 

families and individuals 

experiencing homelessness are 

living in tents. If you are 

interested in helping to provide 

meals for those experiencing 

homelessness in Denver 

please contact Cheryl Holz

( holzhut@ecentral.com). 

Food Train for those 
Experiencing Homelessness

Serving & Reaching Out To All

This year for Valentine’s Day we 
are providing two opportunities to 
help Holy Shepherd celebrate this 
fun holiday.

Love Story Devotionals: For the first 
two weeks in February, our daily 
devotionals will tell love stories—
how people in our congregation 
experience God’s love or a time 
when they felt really loved by 
another person. If you would like to
participate please contact Carol 

Rossini or Pastor Courtney 
(csteitz@holyshepherd.com). They 
can help you with the story telling 
and Pastor Courtney can help you 
with the recording. 

Valentine’s All Ages Outreach: On Saturday February 6th, we 
will be hosting a Zoom Valentine’s party. We will play games, 
make Valentines for people in our community, and, of course, 
eat some candy. If you would like to be involved in one of the 
following ways please let Pastor Courtney know:

1. Participate in the party on February 6th at 1:30 PM.
2. Help to make Valentines in advance to be packed into 

participant boxes.
3. Purchase stamps or candy.
4. Submit names and addresses of people inside or 

outside the Holy Shepherd congregation who might 
appreciate a Valentine this winter. We would like to 
especially focus on folks in Senior Living, who may have 
had restricted lifestyles because of Covid-19.

Valentine’s Day 
All Ages 
Outreach Event

Blood Drive Coming in January
Please find time to Give Blood, Give Life.

When: Wednesday, January 27, 2021      
10 AM -2:30.PM

Where: Holy Shepherd

Sign up now to schedule your appointment

For Details: Please contact –
Jim Freeman, 303-986-3968   jpfreem@Q.com

Michael Boehm, 303-279-7463   maboehmj@yahoo.com

Volunteer & Generosity 
Opportunities

See articles for more details

• Family Promise
• Monetary Donations
• Gift Cards
• Prepare or Deliver Meals

• Contact: Cheryl Holz
holzhut@ecentral.com

• Food Train for those Experiencing Homelessness
• Provide meals

• Contact: Cheryl Holz
holzhut@ecentral.com

• Holy Shepherd Blood Drive
• January 27, 2021
• Sign up contact: 

Jim Freeman jpfreem@Q.com
Michael Boehm maboehmj@yahoo.com

• The Action Center
• Volunteers packing boxes, working the drive-

thru lines & much more!
www.theactioncenter.org/get-involved

• Valentines Day Event
• Help make Valentines
• Purchase stamps or candy
• Submit names and addresses of those who 

would like a card
• Contact: Pastor Courtney

csteitz@holyshepherd.com
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Green Corner
The Sustainable Alternative to Trees 

Bamboo is a fast-growing grass (it can grow 
back in as little as three months!). It also does 

not require re-planting. 

Help Preserve Our Natural Resources 
Humans consume about 27,000 trees daily for toilet paper. 
Using tree-free bamboo products reduces over-logging and 

deforestation. 
Soft, Strong and Sustainable 

Bamboo paper is as soft as it is sustainable. Bamboo’s natural 
fibers also make it strong, plus our bath tissue is 100% 

biodegradable. 
Think twice before buying these products. 

Brands that get an F in the scorecard—including Charmin 
Ultra, Angel Soft, Quilted Northern, and Up & Up Soft & 

Strong—rely entirely on virgin forest fiber for their products. 
These tissue products have three times the carbon footprint 

of those made from recycled paper; many also use dangerous 
bleaching processes. 

AmeriCorps Housing at Holy Shepherd

Throughout November and December Holy Shepherd has 
hosted AmeriCorps volunteers in the multipurpose room, 
like we did in 2019. These AmeriCorps volunteers have 
been serving at the Action Center. Because so many 
seniors volunteer at the Action Center, many of their 
regular volunteers have been unable to serve because of 
pandemic concerns and restrictions. These AmeriCorps 
volunteers played a vital role in serving at the Action 
Center, especially around the holidays. Thank you to Kevin 
Klinkerfues, Larry Lagerberg, and Donna Madsen for all of 
their work before and during the AmeriCorps volunteers’ 
stay to make it so successful. We are grateful that we 
were able to serve the Action Center in this way,

Do you have questions about what Scripture actually has 
to say about ethnicity? Does race and racism show up in 

the Bible? Does God care about culture? On Saturday 
January 23rd at 11 AM, we will be hosting Professor 

Patty Pell from Denver Seminary. She will be speaking to 
us about these questions and more. This presentation 

will be a mix of Q and A, lecture, and small group 
discussion. We hope that you will join us. If you would 

like to RSVP or if you would like to submit a 
question for the Q and A, please contact Pastor 

Courtney (csteitz@holyshepherd.com).

If you would like to contribute to the renovation, please send your checks, made out to Holy 
Shepherd, with “Columbarium Renovation” in the memo line, to the church office –

920 Kipling St., Lakewood, CO 80215          Thank you!.

A place for Contemplation, Worship & Coffee

Phase1 (with the exception of plants) is finished!

Phase 2 fundraising has begun! The cost for Phase 2 is $20,000. 
It will include: Re-doing the existing upper deck and stairs, create a deck/platform on the west 

side & add a pergola above the lower deck.

Columbarium Renovation UPDATE

Race, Ethnicity, and the Bible: 

Guest Speaker January 23rd

Professor Patty Pell 
Denver Seminary 

Quarterly Devotional Booklets
We have received the January - March quarterly devotional booklets, Christ in Our 

Home and The Word In Season, here at the church office. There are a limited number 
so if you are interested in receiving these, please call the office (303-233-2740) 

and we can mail to your home or make arrangements 
for no-contact pick-up from the church office.
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Adult Lectionary Bible Study
Thursday Mornings, 8:30am

Discuss & study upcoming Sunday lectionary readings.
Leaders: Pastors

Small Groups Gathering via Zoom

Prayer Time
Tuesdays  12:00pm Leaders: Pastors

You can continue to give your financial support to Holy Shepherd during this time in the following ways:

Offering Envelopes or Checks  
These can be mailed directly to the church office.  In each monthly Offering Envelope  packet, there is an 
envelope addressed to Holy Shepherd that you can use – or write out your own envelope. We will continue to make 
a weekly deposit to our bank.

PayPal or Credit/Debit Card 
Visit our Web-site:  www.holyshepherd.com and select the ‘Giving Tab’.  Then click on the ‘Donate’ button

to make a contribution via PayPal or Credit/Debit Card.  These contributions  are automatically 
credited to our bank account.

Simply Giving – Automatic Deductions
Deductions can be made directly from your bank account using the Simply Giving program on a weekly, semi-monthly 

or monthly basis.  Contact the church office to have a form mailed out to you.  Just complete the form with 
your information and authorization and return to the church office.  We will process your request for these deductions. 

These contributions are automatically credited to our bank account. 

Giving to Holy Shepherd

Friday Prayer Group
Holy Shepherd Prayer Group will meet 

Fridays, January 8 and 22 from 10:00 to 
11:00 A.M. on Zoom.  

It is very important to support our church 
and nation, as well as each other, 

with our prayers in this time of pandemic 
and change!  We welcome anyone 

who is interested to join us 
for discussion and prayer! 

Contact Pat Mohrbacher for zoom link

Sunday Morning Adult-Ed: 
The Book of Acts

The Sunday Adult Ed class will be exploring the book of Acts. This 
book is full of stories of the early church and early Christians 

figuring out what it means to follow a risen Jesus. Join us as we 
wrestle with stories of miraculous healings, persecution, 

shipwrecks, and church conflicts. Adult Ed meets on Sundays at 
10:15, expect for the first Sunday of the month 

when we gather for communion. 

Our Coat Drive(by) on Dec. 5 and 6, was a huge 
success! We collected 80 donated coats and added 9 
more bought with Thrivent Grant money. When we 
dropped them off at the Denver Indian Center, they 
were just thrilled to get 89 coats and all the hats, 
mittens, gloves and scarves that were donated, too.
Thank you all for making this such a 
fun project! Special thanks to our 
youth Karli and Maryssa Patterson & 
Matt and Rebecca Mohrbacher for 
coming out to help, Kat Patterson, 
Dan Mohrbacher, and special guest 
volunteers Karen Novess 
and Pr. Courtney!

Susan Parks and Allison Moody

Thank you

Holy Shepherd Book Club 
Tuesday, January 19th 7:00pm (Zoom) 

Book: The Giver of Stars 
This fast-paced novel follows the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky 

who deliver books for Eleanor Roosevelt's new traveling library. 
Author: Jojo Moyes

Everyone welcome! Please contact Bonnie Yockstick for Zoom link 

Please contact the church office for zoom links

WEABS Women’s Early Afternoon Bible Study

WEABS will meet January 11 and 25 at 1:00 P.M. on Zoom. We will 
be starting a new course of study from the New Testament which has 

not been chosen yet. I will distribute books when I get them.
If you have not been a part of our study and would 

like to join, please let me know so I 
can get a book to you.

Pat Mohrbacher

http://www.holyshepherd.com/


Church Council Corner December  Council  Meeting Summary            
12-15-20

Hello Members of Holy Shepherd,

There are three council positions that will be open and voted on at the annual meeting in January.  If you have gifts in 
leadership or discernment and would like to be a part of guiding our congregation we invite you to prayerfully consider 
these positions. All of these positions are required to attend a monthly council meeting. The goal and mission of the 
Church Council is stated in our constitution:

“The Congregation Council shall have general oversight of the life and activities of this congregation, 
and in particular its worship life, to the end that everything be done in accordance with the Word of God 

and the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
The duties of the Congregation Council shall include the following:

a. To lead this congregation in stating its mission, to do long-range planning, to set goals and priorities, to evaluate its 
activities in light of its mission and goals, and to lead Ministry Consultations.”

The following positions are open: 
Vice-President (two year term) and two new positions, Members at-Large (two-year term).  

Please see the job descriptions below.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Vice President:

1. Attend monthly council meetings
2. Perform the duties of the President in the latter's absence.
3. Succeed to the office of the President should the office become vacant.
4. Become thoroughly familiar with the Constitution, Bylaws, Continuing Resolutions and policy and procedure manuals 

of the congregation.
5. Be available to assist the President in attending meetings of the various boards and committees to evaluate their 

functions and effectiveness, and provide guidance and counsel as needed.
6. Serve as chairperson of the Nominating Committee.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Members at-Large

1. Attend monthly council meetings, and participate in conversations that involve the best interests of the church 
community as a whole.

2. Be available to assist the council with various tasks that arise.

If you are interested in any of these positions or would like more information,
please contact Diane Klinkerfues (Council President) or Sue Scott (Vice-President). 

1. Congregational giving continues to be strong despite the pandemic.
2. The church mortgage will be paid in full by end of December, 2020!
3. Salary increases for 2021 include 4% for the pastors and 3% for the staff, 

with the exception of Facilities Manager and organist who were hired at the end of the summer.
4. Council approved the budget for 2021 as presented by Scott Ikenberry.
5. The Congregation Annual Meeting will be via Zoom  at 10:15 on January 31, 2021.
6. At the Annual Meeting, the congregation will be voting on several items:

1. changes to the church constitution
2. council positions
3. large gift policy
4. synod assembly representatives—one man, one woman

7. The Trust Committee presented two gift policies to the church council for consideration.  Council is 
recommending the more streamlined policy with specific details included in procedures for 
implementation.

Annual Giving Statements
In January we will be mailing out the Annual Giving Statements which reflect the contributions that you have 

made to Holy Shepherd during the year of 2020. When you receive your statement, please take a look to make 
sure it correctly reflects all your contributions. If you have any questions or need any additional information, 

please call the church office.



Although many things about the last year have seemed different, we will still be having an annual meeting on January 
31st. Yes, there will be time during the meeting to approve the budget, vote for new council positions, and take care of 

church business, but there will also be time to celebrate Holy Shepherd’s work in the community, the new 
connections that have been made, and all of the ways that God has been faithful in the past year. The format 

of the meeting will look a little bit different and there are multiple ways to participate:

1. ANNUAL REPORT 
a. The annual report will be sent to your email or mailed to you as a physical copy, depending on how you 

normally receive weekend worship services. If you normally receive bulletins via email, but would like a 
hard copy of the annual report mailed to you, please contact the office. Ballots for voting will be included 
in these packets (see bullet point 3).

2. BUDGET HEARINGS 
a. Budget hearings will be conducted live over Zoom on January 17th at 10:15am.
b. The budget will be sent out with worship materials before the meeting on the 17th.
c. If you are unable to access Zoom we will send out a YouTube link of a recording of the Budget Hearing on 

January 18th
d. If you have questions about the budget and are unable to attend the meeting you can contact Scott 

Ikenberry at ikenberry@comcast.com
e. Zoom info:

i. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88363043103?pwd=dkt6djY4ck1zUVdzaWd5Q2Rya0JVUT09
ii. Meeting ID: 883 6304 3103
iii. Passcode: 105779

3. ANNUAL MEETING 
a. The annual meeting will take place live on Zoom on January 31st at 10:15am
b. Pre-recorded versions of the information for the Annual Meeting will be emailed out prior to the meeting 

date and copies of the reports will be made available to those without computer access. 
c. Voting can take place one of three ways:

i. You can vote live, in person, at the Zoom annual meeting.
ii. You can email the office
iii. Or you can submit a hard copy of a ballot to the office.

1. Please note that if you turn in a ballot to the office via email or physical mail, you cannot 
vote  at the live Zoom meeting. All mailed or emailed ballots must be received by the office 
by noon on Friday, January 25th, so that they can be tallied prior to the annual meeting.

d. Annual Meeting Zoom Info
i. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87841215794?pwd=Qm1ZZlhWYWNqZXdpeXZnYmZZTkRPQT09
ii. Meeting ID: 878 4121 5794
iii. Passcode: 606541

4. A full recording of the annual meeting and election results will be made available following the annual 
meeting on  February 1st.

If you have questions or comments about how business will be conducted, 
please reach out to one of the pastors (csteitz@holyshepherd.com or mtekrony@holyshepherd.com ) 

or council president Diane Klinkerfues (dklinker@mac.com ). If you would like to access Zoom, but have questions about 
how to do so, please reach out to the office in advance of the meetings.

Annual Meeting:  January 31st, 10:15am

Amendments to the Constitution

This year we will be voting on the amendments to the constitution which were made at the ELCA Church Wide Assembly 
in 2019. Mostly they are changes made for clarity. 

Also, after much reflection, the council has decided that adopting a different model for the Vision Team would be more 
beneficial when looking at the needs of the church. Because of this, the Vision Team language would need to be 
amended and changed in the constitution. Currently, two members of vision team have been voting members of the 
council, that would be amended by adding two at-large congregational members instead. Those position would be voted 
on at the annual meeting.

A link will be posted on the Holy Shepherd website on December 31st, which will detail all proposed amendments. Please 
contact Diane Klinkerfues if you have any questions. (dklinker@mac.com)
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The church office is closed during this time but you can contact the church office 
via phone or email. Messages will be received and responded to daily.
Office Phone - 303-233-2740  office@holyshepherd.com

Co-Pastor Courtney Steitz  ……….............ext. 106
csteitz@holyshepherd.com

Co-Pastor Michael TeKrony ....................ext. 109
mtekrony@holyshepherd.com

Ministry Partner, Karen Novess..............ext. 101     
knovess@holyshepherd.com

Secretary, Donna Madsen.......................ext. 108
dmadsen@holyshepherd.com 
office@holyshepherd.com

Property Manager, Kevin Klinkerfues
Custodian, Larry Lagerberg

Organist, Jordan Ortman
Chancel & Bell Choir Director, Dave Gleason         

glea7149@hotmail.com
Prime Time Choir Director, Ron Skabo 

rskabo34@msn.com
Praise Team Director, Diane Klinkerfues

dklinker@me.com
Sound Tech, Carmine Gabbianelli

carminesamuel@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator, Pat Braden

Lay Leadership
Church Council

Diane Klinkerfues, President
Susan Scott, Vice President

Judy Ekberg, Secretary
Jen Kurtz, Personnel

Scott Ikenberry, Finance                      

Holy Shepherd Lutheran 
Staff & Council

Office Hours

Pastor’s Emergency Phone
Available 24 Hours        

303-562-4207

Newsletter Article Deadline
January  22nd

Please submit your articles to 
knovess@holyshepherd.com
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