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(You can insert your own 
word or expression if you would like.)  I hate (yup, I 
used the “h” word) how it has turned the world upside 
down and inside out.  I wish I could skip WAY ahead 
into a time when COVID is firmly in the rear-view mirror 
and fading quickly.  I’m tired, very, very tired of having 
to spend so much time and energy on making decisions 
that, prior to COVID, would take barely a thought to 
decide.  I am weary of having to make decisions, we’ve 
never had to make before…on an almost daily basis.

From the deepest parts of my being, I wish we could 
gather together at 9th and Kipling to worship together.  I 
wish we could gather without the excruciating and 
painful thought of, “Are we doing the right thing?”  My 
spirit is starving for your faces, smiles, and stories all 
while we sit at a table together and share a cup of 
coffee.  My eyes well up when I recall and desperately 
wish to stand in with you, from the altar, with the cross 
and Jesus rising behind me.  I want to sing with you.  I 
want to look out on your faces while preaching.  I 
would do anything to be able to preach and see one or 
two of you with your eyes closed…listening intently…or 
not.

Oh…to be able to sit with you in the narthex, look you 
in the eye as you share the most recent challenge or 
celebration in your life. 

I would LOVE to arrive at 9th and Kipling, early on 
Sunday morning, way before everyone else was 
expected to be there and know… to know, you would 
be there soon and we would share together, the sights 
and sounds of the season.  I miss, sitting in the back of 
the sanctuary while the choir rehearses.  

Did I miss anything?  I’m certain, that my list and 
your list could be extended far into the page and 
even more pages.  

Oh, did I mention…when you read this, the church 
calendar will say it is Advent.  Advent…a season of 
anticipation and preparation.  Advent, the season of 
one of my favorite stoles, the blue one with the star 
on it.  Advent…will Advent even happen this year?  
How can we prepare when we can’t gather to 
decorate the sanctuary?  Advent…what do we 
anticipate this year?

Siblings in Christ, with the turmoil, ambiguity, 
unfamiliar, frustration and stress that COVID and life 
in general has surrounded you with, we have good 
news.  Advent does not depend on us.  Advent is a 
time that invites us to consider that the gift of 
God’s promise to be with us is promise…even when 
our life seems only a glimmer of what it used to be.  
Advent invites us, in the middle of where we are 
right now, to first know this promise.   Then, does 
this promise move us to prepare to receive, again, 
this gift of grace?  How we prepare and anticipate 
this year, will look completely different in so many 
ways.  BUT, the promise of God’s gift…of God’s 
presence…God with us, is more certain than all the 
uncertainty combined.  It is true.  It is hope.  It is 
precious.  It is unexpected.  It is God.  

COVID STINKS!!! 



The Missions Team is so incredibly 
thankful for all of you who extended 
such generosity to the Action Center, 
the hat and mitten drive, and 
ELCA world hunger. The volunteer from the Action Center 

couldn’t believe how much food you 
all donated—you all are a blessing to 
our city and community. Thank you! 
If you are still interested in donating 
to World Hunger Relief, checks can 

be sent to Holy Shepherd with World 
Hunger in the memo line.

Re-Gathering Update   12-1-20

Like many of you, the Regathering Team at Holy Shepherd is concerned about the rising 
Covid-19 cases in Jefferson County and in our state. The Regathering team takes seriously 
the need for safety precautions to protect against the virus and the real need for community 
and connection. After careful consideration of data and recommendations for safely gathering 
from the C.D.C., the Colorado Department of Public Health, and Jefferson County, the 
Regathering team has amended the small group gathering guidelines:

 Groups will no longer be able to meet inside except for small groups addressing building needs or staff and lay 
leaders filming and preparing worship videos.

 Small groups of no more than 15 can meet in the outdoor spaces at Holy Shepherd.
o Masks and social distancing will be required at all times.
o No one who has symptoms of Covid-19 or has been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for 

the virus in the previous two weeks should attend.
o No food should be eaten to make sure that masks are being worn. Coffee and beverages will be allowed but 

we ask that masks be put back on quickly after drinking.
 Any group hoping to meet outside needs to schedule with Donna in the church office in advance of the meeting.
 For groups that no longer feel safe when meeting outside, the staff can help you set up a Zoom meeting for your 

group to meet virtually. Contact the office for more information.

We are grateful for your continued partnership and your desire to keep one another safe and healthy. This has been a 
difficult and challenging season for many of us—we trust that the God that has journeyed with us thus far will remain 
faithful in the months to come. We look forward with hope to when we can all gather safely together again. 

Thank you‘s
Thanks to everyone that made the Shoebox 

drive a success. We had another great 
response from the congregation. They were 

delivered on Monday, November 16 and 
within the next two months, the kids are going 
to track where the shoeboxes go in the world. 

It should be fun to see.

We were able to do 28 shoeboxes for all ages 
of kids. Special thanks to 

Gaylene Szaltzer and 
Gerald Scholton for 
letting us use their 

Thrivent grants. Again, 
thanks to all who made 

this a success.

Thank you for your gift of $1000+ to the Sky Ranch Run4Camp 5K. Your  donation will 
be matched, dollar for dollar, buy an anonymous donor!! Your support makes 
this ministry happen. 
Sky Ranch is a ministry that has a shaped the faith lives of tens of thousands of youth 
over the past 57 years. Through fires, floods, evacuations, and bears inhabiting 
our lodge, this ministry has persevered. This year was no different . . . 
Although it looked radically different.
Through your support and God’s grace, Sky Ranch will still be  
here impacting lives for generations to come.

Shalom,
Brad Abbott, Executive Director



The church office is closed during this time but you can contact the church office via phone or                           
email. Messages will be received and responded to daily.
Office Phone - 303-233-2740  office@holyshepherd.com

Co-Pastor Courtney Steitz  ……….............ext. 106
csteitz@holyshepherd.com

Co-Pastor Michael TeKrony ....................ext. 109
mtekrony@holyshepherd.com

Ministry Partner, Karen Novess..............ext. 101     
knovess@holyshepherd.com

Secretary, Donna Madsen.......................ext. 108
dmadsen@holyshepherd.com 
office@holyshepherd.com

Property Manager, Kevin Klinkerfues
Custodian, Larry Lagerberg

Organist, Jordan Ortman
Chancel & Bell Choir Director, Dave Gleason         

glea7149@hotmail.com
Prime Time Choir Director, Ron Skabo 

rskabo34@msn.com
Praise Team Director, Diane Klinkerfues

dklinker@me.com
Sound Tech, Carmine Gabbianelli

carminesamuel@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator, Pat Braden

Lay Leadership
Church Council

Diane Klinkerfues, President
Susan Scott, Vice President

Judy Ekberg, Secretary
Jen Kurtz, Personnel

Scott Ikenberry, Finance                      

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Staff & Council

Office Hours

Pastor’s Emergency Phone Available 24 Hours        303-562-4207

Newsletter Article Deadline
December 18th

Please submit your articles to 
knovess@holyshepherd.com

Advent & Christmas Worship

Advent Weekend Worship
Advent: A time for watchfulness, preparation and hope. Come 
worship with us virtually on YouTube each week as we stay alert 
and prepare our hearts in Christ. Visit our website
for weekly links to our worship services.

Advent Mid-Week Service Watch Party
On the Wednesdays of Advent there will be an Advent 

mid-week service each week focusing on a different 
Advent theme. Just like the worship videos, these 

services will be available via YouTube and links 
will be sent to your email with the Daily Devotion 

on Wednesday morning. You can watch them 
whenever works best for you. For those of you 

that would like some time for fellowship and 
group reflection, we will also be hosting 

Advent Mid-Week watch parties over Zoom at 7 PM 
on Wednesday nights. Please use the following 

Zoom link to participate: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89730036883?pwd=ekN1S

0tOV0RxeUtkS0ViZm1sNXJIQT09

Advent Devotionals
During the month of December, you will notice a 
change in our devotionals. We will be focusing on 
beloved Advent and Christmas hymns. Different 
members of the congregation will sing or play a verse 
from a song and the pastors will offer a brief reflection. We are 
grateful to all who contributed music for these devotionals and 
we hope they offer moments of celebration and reflection.

New This Year: 

Christmas Day Service
We recognize that for many of us Christmas Day will look different than it normally does. We are offering an additional 
opportunity for song, prayer, and worship on Christmas morning. This service will be a family-friendly time for sharing 

favorite holiday traditions, hearing the Christmas story, and listening to some of our favorite songs. 
Look for a YouTube link in your email.

Christmas Eve Service:
There will be a special Christmas Eve service made available via YouTube. The link for the 
service as well as bulletins will be sent to your email or mail box (however you normally 
receive the weekly worship bulletins). While it will be different to not join together in-

person on Christmas Eve, we hope you will join with us via video on the 24th.
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if you are interested in ordering 
Equal Exchange coffee for Christmas, 

please call me, Paul Johnson, 
(303-641-1344) with your order by 12/3. 

Coffee pick-up should be available at 
the church on 12/20, 12pm -1pm , and I can confirm once 

ordering is completed, or perhaps make special 
arrangements. Some of the more popular items include: 

Breakfast Blend $8, Hazelnut Creme $8, Decaf $9, 
Hot Cocoa $5, Chocolate/Almond bars $3.

100% of sales go to support Missions.

Missions

The Holidays will look differently this year because 
of Covid, and that applies to the families at Eiber. 
In previous years, Holy Shepherd has purchased 
Christmas gifts for individual children at Eiber
Elementary. This year, the teachers and staff at 
Eiber are asking for gift cards to be able to supply 
families with food, winter coats, and Christmas 
gifts, which many of the families need even more 
this year because of Covid. If you would like to give 
a gift card to Target, Wal-Mart, Kohl’s, or Carter’s, 
you can drop it off at the church office. If you 
would like to send a check to Holy Shepherd for 
Eiber we can turn it into a gift card for you. Thank 
you for your continued generosity to Eiber!

Eiber Gift Cards 
The teachers at Eiber Elementary have been working exceptionally 

hard to care for their students, provide quality teaching, and 
ensure safety guidelines are being followed. We would like to 

extend our gratitude for the selfless ways they care for so many in 
the community. If you are interested in writing 5-10 Thank You 
cards to Eiber teachers, please reach out to Pastor Courtney.

Service Opportunity: 

Thank You Cards for Eiber Teachers

Coat Drive 
for the Denver Indian Center

An urban cultural gathering center for the 
American Indian/ Alaska Native community 

of the Denver Metro area.

Saturday Dec. 5 and Sunday Dec. 6, 11 am - 1 pm 
Holy Shepherd parking lot, around by the back door.

We will be collecting new and gently used warm winter 
coats. We hope to purchase and gather mostly adult 

sized coats for our friends at the 
Denver Indian Center. Their usual benefactor 

will not be able to help them this year.
Please wash any donations and bring on a hanger if you 

can. We will provide hangers for coats that come without 
them, so you can hang yours on a rack and minimize 

contact handling. We will accept new coats also.
Sizes most needed: 

Men's and Women's Med. Large, XL, XXL.
Thank you for your generosity!

A form of gift giving where the donor, instead of 
buying a gift for the recipient, makes a donation to a 

charitable organization in the recipient’s name.

ELCA Good Gifts                               community.elca.org
World Hunger Appeal elca.org/hunger
Capitol Hill Community Service

mealsforthepoor.org
Denver Indian Center               denverindiancenter.org
The Action Center theactioncenter.org
Outdoor Ministry

Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp   rainbowtrail.org
Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp skyranchcolorado.org

Bread for the World bread.org
Urban Servant Corps                  urbanservantcorps.org
Habitat for Humanity habitat.org
Christ Aid International christaidinc.org
Second Wind Fund thesecondwindfund.org
Lutheran Family Services lfsrm.org
Family Promise familypromiseofgreaterdenver.org
Heifer Project heifer.org
Border Servant Corps borderservantcorps.org
Warm Hearts, Warm Babies

warmheartswarmbabies.org

Help Stock 
Our Shelves!

Since the COVID-19 Pandemic began we have seen an 
increased demand for our food services. We're helping over 185 
households each and every day provide meals for their families. 

You can help us continue this critical work by donating fresh 
non-perishable goods, such as cereal, canned fruits, 

and so much more! 



Dear Friends of Family Promise,

It’s that time of year again, as we move into fall and begin to prepare for the holiday season! We are so excited to wrap up 
another year of serving wonderful, vibrant families and we cannot wait to show them even more support and love this year 
through our annual gift drive. 

While this year has been a difficult one for us all, we have witnessed incredible successes across all of our programs. 
Additionally, we expanded our services this year by adding a Bridge Housing program, which provides families with a free 
apartment for up to 90 days while they work toward longer term housing; we also just opened a newly leased shelter space, 
FP House, which expands our shelter capacity by an additional three to four families during these difficult times. 

With these additional services, we have a goal of serving 300 families in total across all of our programs by the end of 2020! 
We look forward to continuing to support the families we’ve served by helping them have a wonderful holiday season. This 
year, we are asking our community to sponsor a family with gifts, with various family sizes available to sponsor. We are also
asking for gift card donations. If this is something you’re interested in, please find more details below. 

To sponsor a family or provide a grocery gift card, please fill out the online sponsorship form at: 
https://forms.gle/6JifEmJAPSrC27W4A

Once we receive a wish list that fits your specifications, I will send you that list via email. The wish list is a guide, and it’s not 
required that you buy everything listed. We ask that you purchase two ($20-30) gifts for every child and one ($20-$30) gift 
for each adult in the family. We also ask for a $25 grocery gift card for the family to buy food for their own holiday meal. You 
will receive additional instructions along with the family wish list after signing up to be a sponsor. If you wish to sponsor more 
than one family, please indicate that on the sponsorship form! You may also choose to provide a grocery gift card only. 

Please do NOT wrap the gifts. Staff and volunteers will wrap gifts before families pick them up.
If you would like to help wrap gifts or provide supplies for the wrapping party, please let me know!

If you would like to help support our families through a sponsorship or gift card 
donation, please complete the above linked form ASAP. We will get a wish list out 
to you as soon as possible. We are asking for all gifts to be delivered to the Day Site
by Thursday December 3. Please email me at mdavis@familypromiseofgreaterdenver.org
to arrange a delivery time. 

We look forward to hearing from you and we are so very grateful for your support.

Ready for a greener Christmas? 
It’s easy! No matter how you select a tree, it can be a good, green thing. 

• Artificial trees can be used year after year. 
• Buying a live tree and planting it later will enhance your 

landscape and provide an air filter in your yard.
• Cutting your own thins the forest, helping clear fire tinder. 
• Buying a cut tree helps a tree farmer, especially if the farm doesn’t use 

pesticides and/or herbicides. 
As your tree grows for 7 to 10 years, it cleans the air for all that time! 

After Christmas, you can take off all the decorations and tinsel 
and drop off your tree for recycling. 
Lists of drop off sites, by city, can be found at this website:
http://www.pickyourownchristmastree.org/ 
ColoradoTreeRecyclingDisposal.php

What happens to the trees? In most cases, 
they are chipped and made into a mulch which is usually 
made available, free to city or county residents. 

Sponsor a Family 
for the Holidays!

Mark your 
Calendars!

“Car-Caroling”
December 20th

Look for details in a
couple of weeks 
in the  weekly 

Happenings Pages 

https://forms.gle/6JifEmJAPSrC27W4A
mailto:mdavis@familypromiseofgreaterdenver.org


Writer’s Group
Learn how to put our stories into writing

Contact: Carol Rossini

Adult Lectionary Bible Study
Thursday Mornings, 8:30am

Discuss & study upcoming Sunday lectionary readings.
Leaders: Pastors

Small Groups Gathering via Zoom

Please contact the church office – office@holyshepherd.com – for the zoom link

Prayer Time
Tuesdays  12:00pm

Leaders: Pastors

Men’s Morning Bible Study
Saturday’s,  8:00am

Join us for a wonderful discussion         
on a variety of topics. 
Contact:  Bob Gordon

Small Groups Meeting Outside in the Columbarium  
(depending on weather conditions)

You can continue to give your financial support to Holy Shepherd during this time in the following ways:

Offering Envelopes or Checks  
These can be mailed directly to the church office.  In each monthly Offering Envelope  packet, there is an envelope 
addressed to Holy Shepherd that you can use – or write out your own envelope. We will continue to make a weekly 
deposit to our bank.

PayPal or Credit/Debit Card 
Visit our Web-site:  www.holyshepherd.com and select the ‘Giving Tab’.  Then click on the ‘Donate’ button

to make a contribution via PayPal or Credit/Debit Card.  These contributions  are automatically 
credited to our bank account.

Simply Giving – Automatic Deductions
Deductions can be made directly from your bank account using the Simply Giving program on a weekly, semi-monthly 
or monthly basis.  Contact the church office to have a form mailed out to you.  Just complete the form with your 
information and authorization and return to the church office.  We will process your request for these deductions. 
These contributions are automatically credited to our bank account. 

Giving to Holy Shepherd

Friday Prayer Group
Holy Shepherd Prayer Group will meet 
Fridays, December 4th & 18th at 10:00 

A.M. via Zoom. We are using the book, 
Beginning To Pray by Anthony Bloom. 

We welcome everyone to come and join 
us for discussion and prayer! 

Contact Pat Mohrbacher for zoom link

Women’s Early Afternoon Bible Study
WEABS will meet December 7th & 21st at 1:00 P.M. via zoom. 
We will continue our study of the apocalyptic visions in the 
book of the Prophet Daniel. If you need a study book let me 

know, but you don’t need a book to participate. 
Please consider joining us!

Contact Pat Mohrbacher for zoom link

Sunday Morning Adult-Ed: 
The Book of Acts

The Sunday Adult Ed class will be exploring the book of 
Acts. This book is full of stories of the early church and 

early Christians figuring out what it means to follow a risen 
Jesus. Join us as we wrestle with stories of miraculous 

healings, persecution, shipwrecks, and church conflicts. 
Adult Ed meets on Sundays at 10:15, expect for the first 
Sunday of the month when we gather for communion. 
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Church Council Corner

1. We are planning for our annual congregational meeting 
January 31, 2021 in person or via zoom.  Watch for 
details.

2. The trust committee will send a large gift policy to 
Council for approval in December.  The congregation 
will vote on the proposal at the annual meeting in 
January.

3. Council approved the addition of two at large voting 
members to serve a two-year term on the church 
council.

4. Council also approved the vision empowerment team 
(formerly vision team).  The purpose of this team is to 
develop lay leaders at Holy Shepherd and empower 
them to live out the mission and vision of Holy 
Shepherd. 

(Con’t) The team includes the pastors and 3-5 
lay leaders appointed by the Council and serving two-year 
terms.  These lay leaders will not be Council members.  The 
congregation will need to vote to change the church 
constitution, which currently requires vision team lay leaders 
to be part of the Council.

5.  Opportunities to share your talents and serve the 
congregation are available through a position on the Church 
Council and the vision empowerment team.  Prayerfully 
consider submitting your name for one of these positions.  

November Council  Meeting Summary            
11-17-20

Hello Members of Holy Shepherd,

There are three council positions that will be open and voted on at the annual meeting in January.  If you have gifts in 
leadership or discernment and would like to be a part of guiding our congregation we invite you to prayerfully consider 
these positions. All of these positions are required to attend a monthly council meeting. The goal and mission of the 
Church Council is stated in our constitution:

“The Congregation Council shall have general oversight of the life and activities of this congregation, 
and in particular its worship life, to the end that everything be done in accordance with the Word of God 

and the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
The duties of the Congregation Council shall include the following:

a. To lead this congregation in stating its mission, to do long-range planning, to set goals and priorities, to evaluate its 
activities in light of its mission and goals, and to lead Ministry Consultations.”

The following positions are open: 
Vice-President (two year term) and two new positions, Members at-Large (two-year term).  

Please see the job descriptions below.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Vice President:

1. Attend monthly council meetings
2. Perform the duties of the President in the latter's absence.
3. Succeed to the office of the President should the office become vacant.
4. Become thoroughly familiar with the Constitution, Bylaws, Continuing Resolutions and policy and procedure manuals 

of the congregation.
5. Be available to assist the President in attending meetings of the various boards and committees to evaluate their 

functions and effectiveness, and provide guidance and counsel as needed.
6. Serve as chairperson of the Nominating Committee.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Members at-Large

1. Attend monthly council meetings, and participate in conversations that involve the best interests of the church 
community as a whole.

2. Be available to assist the council with various tasks that arise.

If you are interested in any of these positions or would like more information,
please contact Diane Klinkerfues (Council President) or Sue Scott (Vice-President). 



Columbarium Renovation UPDATE

A place for Contemplation, Worship & Coffee

Phase1 (with the exception of plants) is now finished. It included, removing a major portion
of the concrete area, adding seating areas, a rock waterfall as you enter, a stone platform 
for worship services and new sod. Plants will be added in the spring during our warmer 
weather months.

Phase 2 fundraising has begun! The cost for Phase 2 is $20,000. 
It will include: Re-doing the existing upper deck and stairs, create a deck/platform on the west 
side & add a pergola above the lower deck.

If you would like to contribute to the renovation, please send your checks, made out to Holy Shepherd, 
with “Columbarium Renovation” in the memo line, to the church office –

920 Kipling St., Lakewood, CO 80215          Thank you!.

Phase 1:  Before                                                  After

Safety & Security 
Team
Jim Freeman, Bill Carmin, 
Wally Settgast,
Kevin Klinkerfues, 
Susan Linner . . . 

at a recent meeting at 
church.

Just for fun . . .

All Age Advent Gathering
November 23

Singing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
with candles created at the All Age Gathering



During these past 8 months of pandemic, Holy Shepherd has grieved the death of members 
and immediate family of members.  What follows are stories, obituaries and remembrances 

that normally would be shared as we gather for a funeral or a memorial service.  
As you read these memories, continue to hold those that 

grieve in prayer and celebrate these lives as we share this journey of grief 
and promise of life eternal, through Jesus Christ.

Celebration of Life Eternal

Long-time Holy Shepherd member Dorothy Louise (Nelson) Woessner
passed away May 6, 2020, in Lakewood. Dorothy, who was known to her family 

as “Grammy”, was born August 25, 1928, in Bottineau, North Dakota, where she 
was raised by her parents August and Emma Nelson on the Nelson family farm 

in Bottineau county. She had three brothers, Donald and Ralph Hoskin and Elmer Olson, all deceased. 
After attending school in Mohall, North Dakota, Dorothy worked as a bookkeeper. While visiting a friend 

in Stanley, North Dakota, she was introduced to Donavon Woessner, and the two were married October 7, 1955.

After they married, they moved to Montana, where their first daughter, Joan Carol Woessner Campbell (deceased) 
was born. After living 10 years in Montana, Don and Dorothy moved back to North Dakota, and resided in Williston, 
where they had their second daughter, Annette Kay Woessner Hugh. While living in Williston, Dorothy was an active 
member of Concordia Lutheran Church, and she was also an avid bowler. In 1979, Don and Dorothy moved to the 
Denver, Colorado, area as a result of a work transfer. They settled in Lakewood, Colorado, where they lived for 40 
years. During their 40 years in Lakewood, they joined Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, where Dorothy and Don were 
both active in many church activities including assisting with the weekly newsletter and bible study groups.

Upon retirement, Don and Dorothy spent numerous summers on Lake Sakakawea in the Missouri River basin in 
western North Dakota where they enjoyed hosting friends and relatives. They also traveled extensively - enjoying trips 
to Hawaii, Alaska and Scandinavia. Dorothy was known as an excellent cook, and she enjoyed cooking and baking for 
her loved ones, and preparing her traditional oyster stew each Christmas Eve. She and Don loved playing cards and 
were lifelong Whist partners, as well as frequent and competitive Rumikub players.

Dorothy is survived by her daughter, Annette; her grandchildren, Lindsey Campbell Brown, and husband Jacob Brown; 
Matthew Campbell, Nicolas Campbell and Elias Hugh; great grandchildren, Elliott and Sawyer Brown, as well as son-in-
laws Doug Campbell and David Hugh.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Dorothy’s memorial service has been deferred until the summery of 2021. 
Both Don and Dorothy will be interred together at the veteran’s cemetery in North Dakota. The family requested that 
memorials be given to the charity of your choice in Dorothy’s name.

Dorothy L. Woessner
August 25, 1928- May 6, 2020



Richard John Dolan was born to Alphild and John Dolan on July 24, 1929 in 
White Earth, North Dakota. He died on June 28th, at the Colorado State Veterans 
Home in Aurora, Colorado at the age of 90.

In 1945 his family moved to Spokane, Washington where he graduated from 
Rodgers High School and worked for the railroad. His father worked on the railroad 
also and trained Richard to operate heavy machinery. In 1951 Richard joined the 
Army and spent the first eight months as a tank gunner and the next 16 months with 
the Corps of Engineers. He was deployed to Korea during the war for 12 months. When he returned to Spokane, he 
continued to work for the Great Northern Railroad and he married Carol Ricketts in 1957, and they started a family. They 
had three children, Brian, Diane and Janette.
In 1963 he graduated from Washington State University, with a B.A. in Business Administration. After he earned his degree 
he worked for Garrett Freight Lines as a transportation manager for many years. This job took his family to Dallas, Texas 
and in 1980 on to Denver, Colorado where they remained.

Richard and family joined Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church in Lakewood where the family was very active. He was an usher, 
on council and participated in a few funny skits his wife cooked up at church. Richard was very dedicated to the church 
and its members.

When Richard retired he began volunteering as a driver for the Veterans hospital picking up veterans and taking them to 
their appointments. He also volunteered at the Colorado Railroad Museum in Golden, Colorado spending countless hours 
where he worked in the round house doing repairs, restoration and operating the engines. He loved the railroad and it 
gave him great joy.

Richard was preceded in death by his parents, Alphild and John, his sisters, Rita and Lois and his brothers, Earl and Wayne.

Richard is survived by his children Janette Rovansek (Brett), Diane Klinkerfues (Kevin) and Brian Dolan (Pam) and his 
brother Mike Dolan, Shirley Hanson and his three grandchildren, Katie Dolan, Mia Rovansek and Delaney Rovansek.

Richard J. Dolan
July 24, 1929- June,28, 2020 

Nadine June (Thorson) Lloyd 
June 17, 1941 – May 6, 2020 

Nadine June (Thorson) Lloyd of Mills River, North Carolina, 
died Wednesday, May 6, 2020, at Advent Health Hospital, Hendersonville. NC. 

She was a month shy of seventy-nine. Nadine was born to Jennie and Omer Thorson 
in Cope, Colorado on June 17, 1941. She attended Augustana University in Sioux Falls, SD 

and earned her Master's Degree in Teaching from the University of Colorado. 
She taught elementary school in the Jefferson County School System, Arvada, CO 

for 30 years. While in the Denver area, she attended and was very much involved in 
Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Lakewood CO. She moved to Mills River, NC in 2003. 

Nadine was head of the altar guild for many years at Nativity Lutheran Church, Arden, NC 
and was involved in WELCA, Card Ministry, Home Communion and a Stephen’s Minister. 

She was a reader, a crafter, a writer and a avid Colorado Rockies baseball fan. She watched every game 
during the season and even kept score in her own scorebook.  Nadine was a Mills River resident for 

over seventeen years. Nadine Loved her Lord and Savior, and lived her life accordingly.
Nadine was preceded in death by her parents, and by a son, Trent; 

a sister, Elaine and brother, Orin. She had many nieces and nephews

Surviving her are her husband of thirty-eight years, David K. Lloyd; son Todd and his wife (Amy) of Spartanburg, SC; 
grandchildren Timothy and Aidan, both of Spartanburg, SC; brother and sister-in-law Doug MaGinn (Karen) 

of Fairfield Glade, TN, and brother-in-law Bill Wilson and his fiancé (Tenia) of Hendersonville, NC.
A service in Nadine's honor will be held at a later date. Memorials may be made 

to Altar Guild and Card Ministry of Nativity Lutheran Church.



How do you begin to describe my sister’s life? 
Incredible?  Amazing?  Filled with love?

Fifty-four years ago when she was born, the doctors took her from the 
room and told my parents to go home without her, because she wouldn’t

be able to do anything.  Back then, children with Down Syndrome were placed in institutions.  My parents didn’t listen.

Kari went on to learn so many things.  She crawled, walked, learned to read and write, and graduated from Weiland in 
1987.  She learned to ski, ride a bike, worked at Arby’s for several years and at King Soopers for 22 years, and lived 

independently for over 30 years.  I had so many friends from High School that would tell me they saw her at King Soopers, 
and once she found out they knew her “big sister”, she would give them a huge hug!  Kari participated in Special Olympics 

for years, competing in gymnastics and track and field.  In 1987 she competed in the International Special Olympics and 
won a gold medal!  As a memento of Kari, we have one of her Gold Medals for each of you.  I can remember her not being 

happy unless she won the gold or “first place.”  My dad returned from a speaking engagement once with a red “speaker” 
ribbon attached to his name tag, and Kari took one look at it and informed him he only got second place. 

Growing up, people would ask me what it was like having Kari as a sister.  To me, it was just life.  We played, 
we fought, we giggled … just like other siblings.  She called me her “favorite sister.”  

Kari was very independent and a little stubborn from the day she was born.  

Had my parents listened to the doctors in 1966, so many of us would not have experienced the love, kindness and 
friendship of this remarkable girl.  I’ll miss her hugs, the “raspberries” on my cheek, and her phone calls asking “how to 

spell a word.”  There will always be a gap in my heart, but I know she is in a better place, and probably playing 
Husker Du with my Grandfather, who she affectionately called her “playmate.”  

We love you Kari   Love, Randine – your big sis

Kari Lynn Skabo
June 12, 1966 – September 9, 2020

Lorraine, Charlotte Updike’s mother, passed away peacefully on May 1, 2020.  
She was born on April 30, 1922, in Nekoosa, Wisconsin. At an early age she 
moved to Stillwater, Minnesota, and later married Thorkil Jensen on 
November 27, 1943, and they would be happily married for 71 years. 
In 1952, Thorkil, Lorraine, and their new, young daughter, Charlotte, moved 
to the Kansas City area where Thorkil began a 35-year teaching career at the 
University of Kansas Medical School.  Thorkil and Lorraine never left the Kansas City area and throughout her years 
Lorraine was a very active member of both her church and various community organizations. 
She served “Meals on Wheels” for over 40 years, delivering to the homebound throughout KC.  
She was a dedicated Christian visitor to patients at Trinity Lutheran Hospital, was named ‘Volunteer of the Year’ by the 
Good Samaritan Society, and was chosen as ‘Volunteer of the Year,’ for the Kansas Health Care Association.  

In addition to Charlotte Updike, her surviving family includes three grandchildren and five great grandchildren.

Lorraine Rodella Jensen 
April 30, 1922 - May 1, 2020  



Donald Newton Johnson, 78, of Lakewood, CO, passed away on 
Friday, October 16, 2020 at St. Anthony Hospital in Lakewood.

Don was born to Carl and Irma Johnson on November 23, 1941 in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He attended Valley Springs public school and 
graduated from high school in 1959. After a year at South Dakota State University, 
he joined the U.S. Army. From 1960-1963 he served as a radio operator in 
Nuremberg, Germany, during both the Cuban Missile Crisis and the assassination of President Kennedy.

At a party to welcome Don home from the service, he spotted Emilee Elofson. They had known each other since 
elementary school but hadn’t seen each other in years. Don asked her out on a date and the rest is history. On a frigid 
December 18, 1964, Don and Emilee married at Beaver Valley Lutheran Church (near Valley Springs, South Dakota). 
They had three sons: Darin, Matthew, and Brett. They raised their kids in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Clive, Iowa.

Don briefly worked at a lumber yard and later drove a refrigerated fruit truck. Don’s next career move changed his life 
path as he took a position as a clerk with the U.S. Postal Service. Working his way into transportation and logistics 
management took them first to Des Moines, Iowa for 18 years, and then to Denver, Colorado. After 37 years of civil 
service, Don retired in 2000.

Don got his second chance at life when a failed angioplasty led to emergency quadruple cardiac bypass surgery in April 
1999. Don was very grateful for his “new plumbing.” His family annually celebrated his successful surgery date and Don 
personally thanked his heart surgeon and cardiologist many times over the years. Most importantly, his “bonus years” 
allowed him to meet and love his three grandchildren. When he was diagnosed with stage-four lung cancer, he was 
quick to acknowledge that he was fortunate to have lived 21 years after his surgery.

Don and Emilee’s community at Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church has been their extended family in Colorado. Don found 
deep meaning in his faith, many friendships, and his stewardship of the columbarium. Don was a calm, caring, and 
compassionate presence for those who had recently lost loved ones.

Don’s attire frequently showed his love for the Colorado Rockies baseball team. He loved going to games with friends 
and especially introducing his grandkids to America’s pastime.

Don earned his B.A. in Liberal Studies from Iowa State University, just shy of his 50th birthday. He was a dedicated 
Democrat who often contacted his representatives. When asked if he was a liberal, Don would say, “Yes, I even have a 
degree in it!”

Don humbly lived out his value that “We are all in this together” and at times he also shared nuggets of wisdom with 
strangers. On his final trip to the hospital, he told the paramedics, “I quit smoking 35 years ago and it still got me. Don’t
smoke, you guys.” When he got to the hospital he told the nurses “Be sure to vote.”

Grateful for sharing his life are his wife, Emilee of Lakewood, Colorado; son, Darin and his wife Angie of San Diego, 
California; son, Matthew of Lakewood, Colorado; son, Brett and his wife Jen of Weaverville, North Carolina; three 
grandchildren, Ben, Katie, and Clare; brother, Larry Johnson and his wife Ardell of Valley Springs, South Dakota; sister, 
Marilyn Allen and her late husband Dean of Stevens Point, Wisconsin; and brother, Rick Johnson and his wife Christy of 
Brandon, South Dakota. Don is preceded in death by his parents, Carl and Irma (Nelson) Johnson.

Don’s remains will be interred at Beaver Valley Lutheran Church. Because of the pandemic, plans for a memorial are 
pending. The family thanks countless members of the congregation and neighborhood who provided support, meals, 
prayers, and accompaniment during Don’s cancer journey. In honor of Don, consider volunteering for or making a 
contribution to Family Promise of Greater Denver.

November 23, 1941 - October 16, 2020

Donald N. Johnson


