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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

You are invited to bring a bowl of water into your sacred space  
as we remember our Baptismal unity. 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Gathering Music            Come People of the Risen King                                                          
 

Blessing for the New Academic Year 
 

Greeting 
As we gather from our separate locations, let us join together in worship in the name 

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 
 

As a remembrance of your baptism into the community of God’s people of all times 

and all places, dip your finger into your bowl of water and make the sign of the cross 

on your forehead. 
 

Confession & Forgiveness   

Trusting in the promise of God’s forgiveness through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 

we have seen the injustice in our world more clearly.  The marginalized and invisible 

among us have been brought to our attention in vivid and shocking ways. 
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We confess our part in the suffering of the world.  For not always loving our neighbors 

as you have commanded us.  For not always having empathy for the suffering of 

others.  For not always sharing our wealth with those who have little. 

We ask that you draw near to us in our time of uncertainty.  Forgive us our failure to 

live as your witness in the world. Forgive us our failure to love and support those in 

need.  Forgive us our failure to care for your world. 
 

Through the abundance of God’s grace, you are forgiven of all your sin. Through the 

example of Jesus, you are given a model of love.  Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

you are revitalized to serve. Amen. 
 

Opening Song                  Let Streams of Living Justice                 Red ELW 710     

Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth; 

give freedom's light to captives, let all the poor have worth. 

The hungry's hands are pleading, the workers claim their rights, 

the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight. 

Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron pow'r; 

abolish ancient vengeance: proclaim your people's hour. 
 

For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, 

for love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend. 

Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun; 

on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is run. 

O great weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one; 

dye our texture with your radiance, light our colors with your sun. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 

strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching & song 

Scripture Readings                                                         Psalm 26:1-8 
 1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 

   I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 

   2Test me, O LORD, and try me; 

      examine my heart and my mind. 
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 3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 

   I have walked faithfully with you. 

   4I have not sat with the worthless, 

     nor do I consort with the deceitful.  

 5I have hated the company of evildoers; 

   I will not sit down with the wicked. 

   6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 

     that I may go in procession round your altar, 

 7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 

   and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

   8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 

     and the place where your glory abides.  

                                                                                                                         Romans 12:9-21 
 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another 

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 

ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not 

be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do 

not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If 

it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance 

is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 

they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning 

coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                     Come and Fill Our Hearts  Red ELW 528 

 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

Alleluia! 
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Gospel Reading                                                                  Matthew 16:21-28 

    The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord 
 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 

to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 

hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 

be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid 

it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not 

on divine things but on human things.” 

  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their 

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 

them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 

for their life? 

  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 

he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 

kingdom.” 
 

                                 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you. O Christ. 

 

Message  

 
 

Song                                        Step by Step                                   
O God You are my God 

And I will ever praise You 

O God You are my God 

And I will ever praise You 

I will seek You in the morning 

And I will learn to walk in Your ways 

And step by step You'll lead me 

And I will follow You all of my days   

(Repeat) 
 

And I will follow You all of my days 

And I will follow You all of my days 

And step by step You'll lead me 

And I will follow You all of my days 
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Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth.          

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  

     and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead.      

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers                                                                                                           Red ELW 752 

Sung before prayers 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 

lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace 

                                                                                                                             
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude: 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 

prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sharing God’s Peace  
  The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Blessing & Sending 

In our separation, may the God who draws near bless you with: 

Peace for trembling hearts, 

Strength for weary souls, 

And Love for all life. 
 

The God who draws near calls us together to follow. 

Siblings in Christ, follow God who draws us near to love and care for the poor. 

Together with God and one another, we will follow. 

 

 

Sending Song                     Send Me, Jesus                  
Thuma mina, thuma mina, 

thuma mina, Nkosi yam.  

 

Send me, Jesus; send me, Jesus; 

                 send me, Jesus; send me, Lord. (Repeat) 

 

 

Ndiya vuma, ndiya vuma, 

ndiya vuma, Nkosi yam.  

 

I will go Lord; I am willing; 

              I am willing, I will go. (Repeat) 

 
 

Sending    
  Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

 

Postlude                                     As the Deer                  - M. Nystrom/arr. M. Hayes   
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Participants 
 

 Pastors: Courtney Steitz, Michael TeKrony 

 Assisting Minister: Eric Kurtz 

 Reader: Marilyn Hanson 

 Prelude: Diane Klinkerfues 

 Postlude: Meredith Lusby 

 Musicians: Diane & Kevin Klinkerfues  

 Photographs: Ron Skabo 

            

                     


