12th Sunday after Pentecost
August 23rd, 2020

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
You are invited to bring a bowl of water into your sacred space
as we remember our Baptismal unity.

Announcements
Gathering Music

Praise Him

- Bennett & Allene

Greeting
As we gather from our separate locations, let us join together in worship in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.
As a remembrance of your baptism into the community of God’s people of all times
and all places, dip your finger into your bowl of water and make the sign of the cross
on your forehead.

Confession & Forgiveness
Trusting in the promise of God’s forgiveness through the death and resurrection of
Jesus, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,
we have seen the injustice in our world more clearly. The marginalized and invisible
among us have been brought to our attention in vivid and shocking ways.
We confess our part in the suffering of the world. For not always loving our neighbors
as you have commanded us. For not always having empathy for the suffering of
others. For not always sharing our wealth with those who have little.

We ask that you draw near to us in our time of uncertainty. Forgive us our failure to
live as your witness in the world. Forgive us our failure to love and support those in
need. Forgive us our failure to care for your world.
Through the abundance of God’s grace, you are forgiven of all your sin. Through the
example of Jesus, you are given a model of love. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit,
you are revitalized to serve. Amen.

Opening Song

We All Are One in Mission
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We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single great commission compels us from above
to plan and work together that all may know Christ's love.
We all are called for service, to witness in God's name.
Our ministries are diff'rent; our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others with God's surprising grace,
so ev'ry folk and nation may feel God's warm embrace.

Prayer of the Day
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching & song

Scripture Reading

Romans 12:1-8

1I

appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we
have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who
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are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Come and Fill Our Hearts Red ELW 528

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
Alleluia!

Gospel Reading

Matthew 16:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord
13Now

when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you. O Christ.

Message
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Song

In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand
There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ
No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

Commissioning of Facilities Manager
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the HolySpirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
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Sung before prayers
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sharing God’s Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing & Sending
In our separation, may the God who draws near bless you with:
Peace for trembling hearts,
Strength for weary souls,
And Love for all life.
The God who draws near calls us together to follow.
Siblings in Christ, follow God who draws us near to love and care for the poor.
Together with God and one another, we will follow.

Sending Song

I Saw the Light
I wandered so aimless, life filled with sin,
I wouldn’t let my dear Savior in;
Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night
Praise the Lord! I saw the light
Chorus
I saw the light, I saw the light,
No more in darkness, no more in night;
And now I’m so happy, no sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord! I saw the light

Just like a blind man, I wandered along,
Worries and fears I claimed for my own;
Then, like the blind man that God gave back his sight
Praise the Lord! I saw the light. Chorus
I was a fool to wander and stray,
Straight is the gate and narrow the way;
Now I have traded the wrong for the right
Praise the Lord! I saw the light. Chorus
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Sending
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

He is Exalted
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