
September 1, 2020  

Greetings Siblings in Christ!
We are excited to have the Shepherd’s Staff going 

again. We know that so much has changed about the 
ways that we do church and connect with one another 
in the last few months. We remain committed to 
worshiping, connecting, and serving. The Shepherd’s 
Staff, like it always has, will offer information about 
what is going on in the HSLC community, how to 
connect, and stories of those impacted by the ministry 
of HSLC.

And so as we continue during this season of 
pandemic, we are committed to gathering in ways that 
are safe. We will continue to evaluate important 
recommendations from the CDC and the State of 
Colorado. There is a new ministry offering connection 
to members over the phone. We are seeking creative 
ways to serve our community like the upcoming God’s 
Work, Our Hands blood drive. We are learning more 
about racism and our role in it. Worship planners have 
adapted to the online worship platform and are seeking 
creative ways to engage the entire congregation. 

We may not be gathering at 9th and Kipling, but the 
ministry and work of Holy Shepherd is alive and well.

As your pastors, we want to say “thank you!” Thank 
you for being so committed to one another that you are 
willing to make phone calls and take precautions to 
gather safely in person. Thank you for the ways that you 
continue to seek to serve your neighbor. Thank you for 
reaching out to us to ask questions and let us know how 
you are doing. Thank you for your graciousness with us 
and one another as we journey through this 
unprecedented time.

We don’t know how long this pandemic will last, but 
we do know that God will continue to be at work in and 
through Holy Shepherd. The past months have seemed 
long, at least to us. And we are still in the thick of 
figuring out how to be church during the pandemic. With 
gratitude to God and each of you, we are certain that we 
will continue to be a people bound together by the love 
of Christ as we journey together. 

Help Stock Our Shelves!

Since the COVID-19 Pandemic began we have seen an 
increased demand for our food services. We're helping 
over 100 households each and every day provide meals 
for their families. You can help us continue this critical 
work by donating fresh non-perishable goods, such as 

cereal, canned fruits, and so much more! 

We need your help! As the seasons are changing, so 
are our volunteer needs. We need help packing boxes, 
working the drive-thru lines & much more!

Visit theactioncenter.org/get-involved Sign up for the 
opportunity that works best for you.

Calling All Volunteers!



Bags will be delivered to your homes the week of September 6th.  Each Bag will have weekly lesson packs:

 Scripture Reading & Lesson           
 Game ideas

This Fall we will be offering families of young children a Bible Story “Good News Bag” to hear & share the stories of 
God’s love  - together - in their homes.  It takes a village to care for, guide and support a child’s faith formation 
which is a partnership between home and the church family. As we continue in this pandemic we, the church, will be 
supporting families with tools that they can use to teach their children. We will also meet via zoom each month to 
re-connect and support one another. 

Growing with Jesus

Youth Faith Formation @ Home

A zoom kick-off will be Saturday, September 12, Time TBD, to celebrate God’s Work Our Hands. 
Families who wish to participate will need to sign up. 

Please call or email the church office with the following information by September 5th

 Yes, we would like to participate
 Names of youth participating (up to 5th grade)

 Discussion ideas, service work & prayers
 Arts & Crafts

The Re-Gathering Team has exciting news to share: in 

light of the recommendations you received in the mail 

regarding Fall planning at Holy Shepherd some small 

groups will now be able to meet in the building. Many of 

the requirements of meeting outside remain for 

gathering indoors: social distancing of at least 6 feet, 

everyone must wear a mask, no more than 15 in a 

group, keeping a list of all who attend, etc. 

(See page 4)

Because research and statements from the CDC and the 

State of Colorado recommend wearing masks at all times 

indoors, we are asking that groups refrain from eating 

when meeting indoors. If you are interested in hosting a 

group in the building please contact the Holy Shepherd 

office well in advance of your desired meeting date to 

check availability and for further guidelines for meeting 

in the building. We are excited to hear the stories you all 

will have to share and the ways God will continue to be 

active in these groups!

Small In-Person, In-door 
Gatherings

Many of you may have realized that we have been 

praying for a new missionary couple each week as a 

part of our online services. Kristen Laderach is no 

longer serving in Madagascar, and the ELCA invited 

us to consider supporting another missionary. The 

Missions Committee chose Meghan and Gabi 

Aelabouni. Meghan and Gabi serve as country 

coordinators in Jerusalem/the West Bank. Gabi grew 

up in the Holy Land, and both Meghan and Gabi 

served as pastors in Colorado prior to their 

missionary work. We are excited about the 

important ministry the Aelabounis are doing 

equipping young adults and serving in an area so 

desperately in need of peace.

ELCA YAGM Missionary
Support Update



New Staff Hires!

Property Manager 
Kevin Klinkerfues 

This is an exciting time to continue our faithful 
stewardship of the property of Holy Shepherd. We 
want to ensure that the building is ready when it is 

safe for us to return, but also desire to use the 
building for the sake of the broader community 
during this time of pandemic. Kevin ‘s numerous 

gifts will be great addition to our staff & community.

Welcome!
Organist/Accompanist

Jordan Ortman
The Worship & Music Team has responded 

to our need to fill this position and has welcomed a 
talented and gifted musician to be a part of the 

worship ministry. Jordan will be a part of our virtual 
worship, recording music for worship and looks 
forward to joining the community when we can

meet in-person. 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” is an event celebrated throughout the ELCA. Recognizing that 
God calls us to care for our neighbors, congregations take time to engage in acts of 
service in their broader communities. This year Holy Shepherd is excited to partner with 
Lutheran Church of the Master for this week of service and worship. On September 13th

we will be sending out a video of a joint worship service with Pastor Rob Moss and the 
members of Lutheran Church of the Master. The video and resources will still be 
delivered the same way.

On September 16th, also in partnership with LCM, Holy Shepherd will be hosting a Blood 
Drive with Vitalant. There are opportunities both to donate blood and to volunteer with 
traffic flow and other tasks. If you would like to participate or would like more 
information, please contact Jim Freeman or Pastor Courtney. We are grateful for the 
many ways that God is at work in our community and we give thanks for the blessing of 
being able to serve those around us.

God’s Work Our Hands

Anti-Racism work is hard. Over the next several months, check in the Shepherd’s Staff for reflections, teaching 
points, and information about how ministry teams at Holy Shepherd are engaging in this essential work. There is a 
lot for all of us to learn, and we hope to continue to grow together, as a community, as we explore what it means to 
confront racist ideas and actions.

There are a few different ways that Holy Shepherd has already begun this conversation. In mid-August the 
“Dialogues on Race” class finished up and came up with several action steps that they are committed to. For 
starters, we committed to reading a book (novel or non-fiction) written by a person of color or watching a movie 
that was directed by a person of color. We are also committed to supporting businesses in Denver that are owned 
by people of color. We are also anticipating a class on the book Beyond Colorblind and planning to invite new 
people to participate in this conversation in the Fall. Missions Committee has also been having conversations about 
how to engage this anti-racist work. Everything from who we support to how the congregation can take concrete 
action steps. 

The question for reflection this month is “How can you or your ministry begin to learn more about anti-racism and 
anti-racist work?” You could consider the books you read or the resources you use—are they written by, created 
by, or highlighting people of color? In your own life, are you willing to explore other perspectives than your own in 
the books you read, movies you watch, and even companies you support. There is a lot to learn, and we are looking 
forward to learning more, together, over the next several months.

Anti-Racism at Holy Shepherd



Groups Gathering Protocol
As groups consider meeting  on the grounds of HSLC or inside the building, the Re-Gathering Team and Council ask 
that all groups carefully follow these requirements to prevent unintentional spread of Covid19: 

• Groups can be no larger than 15 people. 
• There will only be one group gathering at HSLC at any given time. 
• All those in attendance must wear a facemask at all times.
• Physical distancing at a minimum of 6 feet must be maintained at all times. 
• Each individual must bring their own chair (outside only)
• Any food or beverages must be brought by the individual. No group sharing of food (i.e.: 

a communal grill or box of doughnuts). Food is only allowed outside.

Small Group Ministry Opportunities

Small Groups Gathering at Holy Shepherd

Small Groups Gathering at Parks

Learn how to put our stories into writing
Contact: Carol Rossini

If you would like to participate in these groups below, please contact the group leader for date and time

Writing Group

Book Club

Men’s Bible Study

Women’s Early Afternoon Bible Study

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Share knitting & crocheting, prayers, 
love, and hope. Instruction available.
Contacts: Marcy Lloyd &  Gaylene Szaltzer 

Read thought-provoking books 
and enjoy interesting discussion.
Contact: Bonnie Yockstick

Adult Lectionary Bible Study
Thursday Mornings, 8:30am
Discuss & study upcoming Sunday lectionary readings.
Leaders: Pastors

Sunday Morning Adult Education
10:15am
A variety of subjects, forums and studies are offered during this time. Leaders: Pastors

Small Groups Gathering 
via Zoom

Join us for a wonderful discussion on a variety of topics.
Contact: Bob Gordon

In-depth Bible studies 
and discussions.   

Contact: Pat Mohrbacher



Each month, we will highlight an Abundant Living story and we are calling on all of you to share your stories.  This 
will be a story that gives witness to God’s abundance, abundant stories of faith, abundant stories of stewardship, 
and abundant stories of God at work through you and those you know.  So, send us your stories of Abundant Living 
and watch how God abundantly blesses the world through these stories.  And now, an Abundant Living story.

For the past six years, God has revealed to me, blessings of Abundant Life through Susan Julian.  You might 
say, Susan embraced Holy Shepherd’s mission statement: “Worshipping and Growing Together in Christ, Serving and 
Reaching Out Joyfully to All.” 

I am blessed by Susan’s eagerness to grow in her relationship with God through study, prayer and service.  I 
will always remember watching Susan walk up to the church building, with the body language and words to match, 
“I am here to serve the Lord.”  It was common to arrive at 9th and Kipling and see Susan working on the yard and 
landscaping, quietly and enthusiastically caring for the plants, lawn and parking lot.  When not working around the 
building, you would find her inside, fully engaged in Bible studies, prayer, worship, educational classes and helping 
prepare and serve Wednesday Night Life dinners.  

And at the foundation of Susan is her witness to “With God, all things are possible.”  She would passionately 
share with you, if given the opportunity, her journey through life challenges and how God was her source of 
strength, motivation and living.  

Thank you, Susan for giving us a beautiful witness to Abundant Living.  We will miss you and we are sure, 
you are blessing the new community you now call home.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Michael

Stories of Abundant Living 

Holy Shepherd,

How do you say goodbye to family who loved you 
back to health over the last 6 years? I have seen 

the Lord do many miracles in me and this 
community. I will miss you and pray for you. 

I look forward to the future for 
‘with God all things are possible”.

Love, Susan
I would like to thank everyone that sent me best wishes and well 
wishes when I fell and fractured my femur in May. This was a 
very hard time for me dealing with surgery and then in-house 
rehab along with the pandemic. I appreciate all the prayers as 
well. I am doing so much better and getting stronger everyday!

God bless you each of you,

Agnes Omholt

Thank You

The weekly scripture readings that we use each week for worship are from a resource called the Revised Common 
Lectionary. It is a resource that many protestant churches have used for a very long time, and continue to use, which is 

set up on a 3-year cycle.  In 2010, 2 professors from Luther Seminary created another resource called the Narrative 
Lectionary which is a four-year cycle of readings.  The Worship & Music Team has decided to use this resource 

over the next 4 years.
What is the Narrative Lectionary? 

Each year the texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation through the early Christian church. The texts 
show the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture. They invite people to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, 

Moses and the prophets, Jesus, and Paul. Listening to the many different voices within Scripture enriches 
preaching and the life of faith. The texts include the major episodes in Scripture. 

They are arranged in a narrative sequence to help people see Scripture as a story 
that has coherence and a dynamic movement.

Texts were selected that lead well to the proclamation of what God is doing. The stories tell of hope and 
disappointment, suffering and redemption. In all these varied contexts, we find God 

dealing with the complexities of human life. 

We look forward to hearing these biblical stories with new ears as we travel together through God’s word.

Narrative Lectionary Scripture Readings 



Co-Pastor Courtney Steitz  ……….............ext. 106
csteitz@holyshepherd.com

Co-Pastor Michael TeKrony ....................ext. 109
mtekrony@holyshepherd.com

Ministry Partner, Karen Novess..............ext. 101     
knovess@holyshepherd.com

Secretary, Donna Madsen.......................ext. 108
dmadsen@holyshepherd.com 
office@holyshepherd.com

Property Manager, Kevin Klinkerfues
Custodian, Larry Lagerberg

Organist, Jordan Ortman
Chancel & Bell Choir Director, Dave Gleason         

glea7149@hotmail.com
Prime Time Choir Director, Ron Skabo 

rskabo34@msn.com
Children's Choir Director, Mike Madsen 
Praise Team Director, Diane Klinkerfues

dklinker@me.com
Sound Tech, Carmine Gabbianelli

carminesamuel@gmail.com
Nursery Coordinator, Pat Braden

Lay Leadership
Church Council

Diane Klinkerfues, President
Susan Scott, Vice President

Judy Ekberg, Secretary
Jen Kurtz, Personnel

Scott Ikenberry, Finance                      

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Staff & Council

Church Council Corner

Office Hours The church office is closed during this time but you can contact the church office via phone or                           
email. Messages will be received and responded to daily.

Office Phone - 303-233-2740  office@holyshepherd.com

You can continue to give your financial support to Holy Shepherd during this time in the following ways:

Offering Envelopes or Checks  
These can be mailed directly to the church office.  In each monthly Offering Envelope  packet, there is an envelope 
addressed to Holy Shepherd that you can use – or write out your own envelope. We will continue to  make a weekly 
deposit to our bank.

PayPal or Credit/Debit Card 
Visit our Web-site:  www.holyshepherd.com and select the ‘Giving Tab’.  Then click on the ‘Donate’ button

to make a contribution via PayPal or Credit/Debit Card.  These contributions  are automatically 
credited to our bank account.

Simply Giving – Automatic Deductions
Deductions can be made directly from your bank account using the Simply Giving program on a weekly, semi-monthly 
or monthly basis.  Contact the church office to have a form mailed out to you.  Just complete the form with your 
information and authorization and return to the church office.  We will process your request for these deductions. 
These contributions are automatically credited to our bank account. 

Pastor’s Emergency Phone Available 24 Hours        303-562-4207

Giving to Holy Shepherd

Newsletter Article Deadline
3rd Friday of each month

Please submit your articles to 
knovess@holyshepherd.com

1. Church Council met August 18 via Zoom with the 
following reports:  Monthly giving during the 
Coronavirus continues to exceed expenses.  Monthly 
mortgage payments of about $4,000 have brought the 
mortgage balance to $34,000.  Pastors are continuing a 
schedule of daily devotionals, weekly Bible study, 
prayer group, Sunday adult education, online worship 
service.  A congregational dialogue on race has just 
concluded.  Karen is working on plans to address 
Sunday School for young families during this virtual 
time.  Donna continues weekly mailings to those 
without internet.

2. Family Promise has received a grant to house families 
in hotels during the Coronavirus restrictions.

3. We are following Bishop Gonia’s guideline for Re-
Gathering.  We are looking at no large scale inside 
worship gatherings until 2021.  We are excited about a 
creative, interactive Advent celebration.  The Re-
gathering Team (Kevin Klinkerfues, Amy Evancheck, 
Larry Lagerberg, Pastor Michael, Pastor Courtney) is 
working on a communication plan for the congregation 
that will include email, hard copy letter, phone call, 
video announcement, and announcement in 
Happenings.

4. New staff:  Kevin Klinkerfues has been selected as 
Property Manager.  Jordan Ortman has been hired as 
organist and will begin September 1, 2020.
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Holy Shepherd’s Home 

Artist’s Gallery

Gardening With God
I went out my garden one bright and early morn,

I wanted to get some hard work done before the sun had grown.
The earth was rich and warm as I broke up the sod,

But I knew I was not alone because that’s when I talk with God.

We talk about seeds and how they grow,
We talk about what the west wind sends,

We talk about trees and honey bees,
We talk about why the plum tree bends.

I know that God works with me and listens to what I say,
When planting on my knees I find the best time to pray.

Often it’s quiet and peaceful all around,
That’s when God is talking to me without making a sound.

Sometimes I stop to rest and look up to the sky,
Then a slight breeze caresses my cheek-is that God passing by?

Yes, there’s life in this garden that I hope never ends,
What a joy to have a savior and a gardening friend.

- Dave Young 2020

Photos: Ron Skabo


