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During the year 2020, the ELCA will celebrate  

50 years of Lutheran women being ordained in the United States,  

40 years of women of color being ordained,  

and 10 years of LGBTQIA+ individuals being able to serve freely. 
                                    

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

You are invited to bring a bowl of water into your sacred space  
as we remember our Baptismal unity. 

 
 

Gathering Music            Come and Set Us Free           
 

Greeting  
As we gather from our separate locations, let us join together in worship in the name 

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 
 

As a remembrance of your baptism into the community of God’s people of all times 

and all places, dip your finger into your bowl of water and make the sign of the cross 

on your forehead. 
 

Confession & Forgiveness   

Trusting in the promise of God’s forgiveness through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus, let us confess our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Reconciling God, 

we have seen the injustice in our world more clearly.  The marginalized and invisible 

among us have been brought to our attention in vivid and shocking ways. 

We confess our part in the suffering of the world.  For not always loving our neighbors 

as you have commanded us.  For not always having empathy for the suffering of 

others.  For not always sharing our wealth with those who have little. 

We ask that you draw near to us in our time of uncertainty.  Forgive us our failure to 

live as your witness in the world. Forgive us our failure to love and support those in 

need.  Forgive us our failure to care for your world. 
 

Through the abundance of God’s grace, you are forgiven of all your sin. Through the 

example of Jesus, you are given a model of love.  Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

you are revitalized to serve. AMEN. 

 

Opening Hymn                           Gather Us In                          Red ELW 532  vv. 1, 4 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away— 

here in this place the new light is shining, 

now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever, 

gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in, all peoples together, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour 

your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings 

of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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God speaks to us in scripture, preaching & song 
 

Scripture Readings                                                    
Exodus 19:2-8a 
2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and 

camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses 

went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say 

to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the 

Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now 

therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 

possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for 

me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to 

the Israelites.” 

  7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all 

these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: 

“Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 
 

 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Romans 5:1-8 
 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and 

we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also 

boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint 

us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 

has been given to us. 

  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we 

still were sinners Christ died for us. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

Holy Spirit rain down, rain down 

O Comforter and Friend, How we need Your touch again 

Holy Spirit rain down, rain down 

Let Your power fall, let Your voice be heard 

Come and change our hearts as we stand on Your Word 

Holy Spirit rain down 
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Gospel Reading                                                                 Matthew 9:35-10:8  

                         The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord 
 

35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 

were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of 

the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These 

are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 

Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 
4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

  5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among 

the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has 

come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You 

received without payment; give without payment.  
 

                                 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you. O Christ. 
 

Message             

                      

Video                                   One with All in Christ 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth.          

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy   

     Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and    

     was buried; he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead.      

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers                                  The Spirit Intercedes for Us                            Red ELW 180 

Sung before prayers 

The Spirit intercedes for us  

 with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh  

                                                                                                   
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 

world. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

The prayers conclude: 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sharing God’s Peace  
  The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Blessing & Sending 

In our separation, may the God who draws near bless you with: 

Peace for trembling hearts, 

Strength for weary souls, 

And Love for all life. 

The God who draws near calls us together to follow. 

Siblings in Christ, follow God who draws us near to love and care for the poor. 

Together with God and one another, we will follow. 
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Sending Song               Rise Up, O Saints of God             Red ELW 669  vv. 1, 2, 3 

Rise up, O saints of God! 

From vain ambitions turn; 

Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 

with nobler zeal might burn. 

 

Refrain 

Rise up! The Lord is calling 

Rise up! This is the day 

Rise up! And seize the moment 

Rise up! O friend of faith. 

 

Speak out, O saints of God! 

Despair engulfs earth's frame; 

as heirs of God's baptismal grace, 

                the word of hope proclaim.  Refrain 

 

Rise up, O saints of God! 

The kingdom's task embrace; 

redress sin's cruel consequence; 

                give justice larger place.  Refrain 

 

Sending  
  Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Postlude          
   
 
 
 

 

Participants 
 

 Pastors: Courtney Steitz, Michael TeKrony 

 Assisting Minister: Paul Thomas 

 Reader: Deacon Bonnie Yockstick 

 Musicians: Diane & Kevin Klinkerfues, Meredith Lusby       

                     


