3rd Sunday after Pentecost
June 21, 2020

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
You are invited to bring a bowl of water into your sacred space
as we remember our Baptismal unity.

Gathering Music

Send Me, Jesus

Greeting
As we gather from our separate locations, let us join together in worship in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.
As a remembrance of your baptism into the community of God’s people of all times
and all places, dip your finger into your bowl of water and make the sign of the cross
on your forehead.

Confession & Forgiveness
Trusting in the promise of God’s forgiveness through the death and resurrection of
Jesus, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,
we have seen the injustice in our world more clearly. The marginalized and invisible
among us have been brought to our attention in vivid and shocking ways.
We confess our part in the suffering of the world. For not always loving our neighbors
as you have commanded us. For not always having empathy for the suffering of
others. For not always sharing our wealth with those who have little.
We ask that you draw near to us in our time of uncertainty. Forgive us our failure to
live as your witness in the world. Forgive us our failure to love and support those in
need. Forgive us our failure to care for your world.

Through the abundance of God’s grace, you are forgiven of all your sin. Through the
example of Jesus, you are given a model of love. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit,
you are revitalized to serve. Amen.

Opening Hymn

Lift High the Cross
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Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain

Prayer of the Day
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the
cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and
not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching & song

Scripture Readings
Jeremiah 20:7-13
7O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me.
8For whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long.
9If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.
10For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around!
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Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him.”
11But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten.
12O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.
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to the LORD; praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Romans 6:1b-11
1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can
we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.
7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Holy Spirit rain down, rain down
O Comforter and Friend, How we need Your touch again
Holy Spirit rain down, rain down
Let Your power fall, let Your voice be heard
Come and change our hearts as we stand on Your Word
Holy Spirit rain dow
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 10:24-39

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above
the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will
they malign those of his household!
26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered,
and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in
the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both
soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all
counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I
also will deny before my Father in heaven.
34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to
bring peace, but a sword.
35For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose
it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

Message
Song

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you. O Christ.

Be Bold, Be Strong
Be bold! (echo), Be strong! (echo)
For the Lord thy God is with thee (2x)
Be not afraid (na, na, na, na, na, na)
Be not dismayed (na, na, na, na, na,)
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Walk in faith and victory, Come on!
Walk in faith and victory
For the Lord (the Lord) thy God (thy God)
is with thee

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

The Spirit Intercedes for Us
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Sung before prayers
The Spirit intercedes for us
with sighs too deep for words to express. Oh
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared
world.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Sharing God’s Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing & Sending
In our separation, may the God who draws near bless you with:
Peace for trembling hearts,
Strength for weary souls,
And Love for all life.
The God who draws near calls us together to follow.
Siblings in Christ, follow God who draws us near to love and care for the poor.
Together with God and one another, we will follow.

Sending Song

I Love to Tell the Story
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I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know it's true;
it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.
Refrain
I love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
the message of salvation from God's own holy word. Refrain
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Sending
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Participants
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